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www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au
14 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park NSW 2147

Web Page:
Parish Centre:

Telephone: 9672 4037
Parish Church: 10 Gardenia Grove, Lalor Park NSW 2147

PARISH BULLETIN
(Established 1961)

Email:
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ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH LALOR PARK

admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au
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ST BERNADETTE'S
PARISH
VISION STATEMENT

The Parish of St
Bernadette's strives to
be a vibrant, active,
Catholic community, that
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Parish Priest: Father Clifford D’Souza msfs . h ;
Parish Deacon: Deacon Jerome Emmanuel is welcoming and nurturing
Parish Secretary: Mrs Bev Baxter (Thursday / Friday) to all and celebrates
Sacramental Coordinator: Mrs Madge Miranda (Thursday / Friday) bei ng a people of God,
Assistant Secretary: Chantal Weir (Wednesday) with Christ as
Office Hours: Wednesday 9am - 3.30pm, Thursday & Friday 9am - 4pm th del
School Principal: Mrs Lisa Samojlowicz Tel: 8869 6400 € model.

I 18th Sunday in ordinary time, 2nd August 2026 - YEAR A

Reflection

Blessings in Abundance

The gospels are full of stories about Jesus’ teaching and
nourishing people in mind and heart. In the narrative of the
loaves and fishes, he satisfied their physical hunger. It was
clearly a miraculous event, a marvellous happening and a
pointer to the fact that God creates the world and takes care
of our every need. The crowd returned to their homes
satisfied and spiritually refreshed from the time spent in the
company of Jesus.

Here we have the picture of the church in every age. Jesus
did not feed the stranded crowd all on his own. He
accomplished it with the help of his disciples who initially
were reluctant. Their first reaction was to send the crowd
away and let them fend for themselves and let somebody else
deal with the problem. Challenged by Jesus to use their own
resources, they discovered a young boy with five loaves and
two fishes which they brought to him. It turned to be more
than enough for all with Jesus giving thanks to his heavenly
Father.

The loaves and fishes are symbols of the power for goodness
which we all possess. In our own eyes, it may seem to be
little, but it is what the Lord has given us and expects us to
use in his service. The gifts may be a good neighbour, a
caring listener to a sorrowing widow or a willing member of
a parish organisation. In whatever way we minister to the
needs of others, we show forth the compassion of Christ and
extend his friendship.

When we gather around the altar to celebrate the eucharist by
our presence and offer ourselves, we accept the challenge of
Jesus to do what we can for the good of others. On their own
our efforts may seem small and insignificant but when
placed in God’s hands and fitted into his plans, they become
part of the great saving mission of the church and give a
deeper meaning to our lives. The Lord not only invites us
here to be nourished at his table but sends us forth to give as
we have received, to forgive as we have been forgiven and
loved as we have been loved.

With peace in God’s mission
Father Clifford D’Souza msfs

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist,

he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself.

The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from
their towns.

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart
was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples approached him and
said,

“This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the
crowds so that they can go to the villages and buy food for
themselves.”

Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go away;
give them some food yourselves.”

But they said to him,

“Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.”

Then he said, “Bring them here to me,”

and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave
them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the
crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked
up the fragments left over - twelve wicker baskets full.
Those who ate were about five thousand men, not
counting women and children.

** VINNIES COLLECTION **

For the month of August, you are invited to bring any small gift
suitable for Fathers Day to contribute to our donations.
We are grateful for your continued generosity

‘BE THE WITNESS’ musical /0-13 September

Arrives soon at Riverside Theatres Parramatta. Presented by
Mary Queen of the Family Parish, with a full cast and chorus
now in place and rehearsals already in play, excitement is

building. Gather your parish and book bethewitness.com.au

POPE’S INTENTION FOR AUGUST

For evangelisation in the city

Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and
loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel,

discovering creative paths to build community.

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us. Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and

discuss all available options. Phone (02) 9933 0233. Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal
conduct we encourage you to contact NSW Police on 1800 333 000.



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14?13

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3

Hasten and Eat

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 144:8-9, 15-18
The hand of the Lord Feeds us: he answers all our needs.

Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39
No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! No on lives on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

PRAYER FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR

Heavenly Father,

As we celebrate the Jubilee Year of St. Francis, we ask for your
grace to follow in the footsteps of this great saint. May we be
inspired by his love for creation, his humility, and his commitment
to peace.

May we become unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace
that comes from Christ.

Help us to break down every wall that divides us and to embrace
our brothers and sisters with love and compassion.

May this year be a time of renewal for our hearts and our
communities, as we strive to live out the Gospel in our daily lives.
Through the intercession of St. Francis, may we grow in faith and
charity, and may your glory shine through us. Amen.

VATICAN CORRESPONDENTS GERARD O’CONNELL
AND ELISABETTA PIQUE

Bishop Vincent, in partnership with the University of Notre Dame
Australia and Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese, warmly invites
all to a special public lecture featuring two of the world’s most
respected Vatican journalists, Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta
Piqué. Hear their insider’s account of the historic transition from
Pope Francis to Pope Leo XIV. Wednesday 26 August, 6:00—
8:00pm, at St Patrick’s Cathedral Cloister Hall, 1 Marist PI,
Parramatta. All are welcome.

Register at parracatholic.org/oconnellpique.

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS
MacKILLOP

Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop Place as

we celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop on

Saturday 8 August.

Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, spend time in prayer in the

Chapel, and celebrate the Eucharist with us at one of our Feast

Day Masses:

8:00am & 6:00pm — Chapel

10:00am & 1:00pm — Glen Roy Green (outdoors)

The 10:00am and 1:00pm Masses will be AusLan

interpreted, and the 10:00am Mass will be livestreamed for

those unable to attend in person

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,
Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9.15am
Rosary and exposition @8.30am
Wednesday 7.00pm (Rosary and exposition @ 6.30pm)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 9.45—10.15am & 5.00-5.30pm

BAPTISMS
At 11.30am on Sunday (by appointment only).
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism
for parents and godparents at
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month.

MARRIAGES & FUNERALS
By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details.

SAFEGUARDING IN OUR PARISH
ALL VOLUNTEERS

All clergy, employees and volunteers in parish ministry are
required by the NSW Children’s Guardian Act 2019 to complete
mandatory Safeguarding Training and have current up to date
certifications.

The below Safeguarding Online Training Modules can be
accessed and completed via
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/courses

IF YOU ARE NEW TO MINISTRY:

Complete Safeguarding Training Introductory

Modules 1-3 (Cycle 1).

IF YOU COMPLETED CYCLE 1 MODULES TWO YEARS
AGO:

Complete Renewal Modules 4 and 5 (Cycle 2).

IF YOU RENEWED YOUR CYCLE 2 MODULES 4 & 5 TWO
YEARS AGO:

Complete Refresher Module 6 (Cycle 3)

Please register directly for safeguarding training and

locations by going to
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-
training

For more information, please contact:
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Please email a copy of your certificates ASAP to the

Parish office via email: admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION - Reminder

Parents who have registered their children in the First
Communion Process are reminded that they need to attend the
meeting for Parents Only on: Thursday 6th August

= 9.15am OR 7.30pm

= Parish Meeting Room (below the Parish Office)

Non attendance at this meeting would indicate your decision to
withdraw from or postpone participation in the process this year.
Thank you.

Madge Miranda, Sacramental Coordinator.

For sick parishioners, relatives and friends: Members of Zabeth Family, Dereck Mulligan, Maura Mulligan, Shubert S. Baluyot, Luisa
Lenore, Franchette Ayson, Bienvenido Legaspi Jr, Rosa Watson, Elizabeth Calabria, Vince Lopresti, Adi Santoso, Kylie Baffico, Jodie
McClellan, Adam Calabria, John el-Samra, Bill Calabria, Sal Russo, Palmira Rourke, Lucia Vecchiet, Consuelo Fonseca, Catrina McGhee,
Melanie Sant, Sarah Davenport, Maria Mihic, Maureen Wood, Dean McDonald, Judy Phillips, Tycho Walsh, Nathan Weaver, Jim Buckley,

Jom & Andrew Cadman, Paul Tonissoo.

Anniversary: Margaret Walsh, David Walsh , Ivan Zec, Romano Surdich

Deceased: Abigail de Vega, Fulvio Luis Pineda, Tristan Sampang, Julito Soniano Ailsia & Bruce McDonald, Fr. Lorenzo Loria OP, Salvatore
Loria, Betty Clark, Father Emile Zabeth, Mother Mary, Members of the Dabbous, Jawish, Michael, Kinani Families, Mary & Attalla Sabbath,
Sr. Myree Harris rsj, Richard Lopresti, Dedi Maisetti, Orelha Dias, Thomas Griffith, Kendal McDonald, Francis Sergi, Gabriel Policarpio, Peter
& Tina Muriniti Clara Sohn, William (Bill) Gregory, George Kitney, Anne Donovan, Paloma Escarlan, Calogero Occhuito Mary Leeder,
Kristina Lewis, Mirella Gentile, Paul Mowbray, Sr Jeane, Dinko Surdich, Julia Loxley, Gerard Courtney, Anselem Jehenthiren, Carla &
Marcello Gatto, Frank & Elizabeth Calabria & Family, Owen O’Reilly, Thelma Islip, Lorraine Buckley, Vicente Gallegos. Deceased members &

benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.

We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who are sick, or have died. May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.

PARISH PRIVACY POLICY

Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and collecting information about
parishioners. A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be

obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours.



https://parracatholic.org/oconnellpique/

