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The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica , 9th November 2025 - YEAR C 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

Gospel; John 2:13-22  
 

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and 
doves, as well as the money-changers seated there. 
He made a whip out of cords 
and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and 
oxen, and spilled the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves he 
said, 
"Take these out of here, and stop making my Father's house 
a marketplace." 
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, 
Zeal for your house will consume me. 
At this the Jews answered and said to him, 
"What sign can you show us for doing this?" 
Jesus answered and said to them, 
"Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up." 
The Jews said, 
"This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and you will raise it up in three days?" 
But he was speaking about the temple of his Body. 
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe 
the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.  
______________________________________________________ 

 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Nagle College Blacktown is now offering a limited number 
of Academic Scholarships for Year 7 students commencing 
in 2026. These scholarships are intended to recognise 
exceptional academic promise and help make an excellent 
Catholic secondary girls’ education more accessible to 
families.  
Please review the eligibility criteria and application process 
on the school website as soon as possible. Learn more here:  
https://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au/nagle-
scholarship. 
______________________________________________________ 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER; 

 

For the prevention of suicide 

 

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts might find the support, care, and love they need in 
their community, and be open to the beauty of life.  

 

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

Reflection; The Feast of Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
 

The Basilica of St John Lateran is the cathedral church of the 
Diocese of Rome – the mother of all churches.  
Celebrating the “Feast of Dedication” is a way of expressing 
the unity of the whole Church with the pope, the Bishop of 
Rome. And the union of each local church with this church is 
an expression of the unity of all churches both with Rome 
and with each other.  
The church is the focal point of the believing community – 
the Body of Christ. This is the major theme of the gospel  
narration this Sunday where Jesus replaces the Temple of 
Jerusalem with his own body. 
Passover is the yearly celebration of the escape of Israelites 
from Egyptian slavery. The Temple would have been  
crowded with people. The challenging aspect of this was that 
the Temple was being treated as a marketplace.  
The commercial world has infiltrated the religious world. 
Pilgrims to the temple were expected to donate for the  
upkeep and expenses of the edifice. Because Roman currency 
was considered “unclean,” Jewish visitors had to change their 
money into Jewish currency in order to make their temple 
donation. Moneychangers, whose tables lined the outer 
courts of the temple, charged exorbitant fees for their service. 
Visiting worshippers who wished to have a sacrifice offered 
on the temple altar would typically pay fifteen to twenty 
times the market rate for animals purchased inside the  
temple.  
Jesus’ angry toppling of the vendors’ tables is a  
condemnation of the injustice and exploitation of the faithful 
in the name of God. So empty and meaningless has their 
worship become that God will establish a new ‘temple’ in the 
resurrected body of Christ. Of course, the leaders and the 
people do not understand the deeper meaning of Jesus’ 
words, nor did the people who witnessed his miracles  
understand the true nature of Jesus’ mission. Jesus is not 
speaking of the physical temple but of his own body. His  
opponents will seek to destroy him, but their efforts would be 
in vain; for not even the tomb can hold him; he will be raised 
from the dead. 
Let us examine the temple precincts of our lives - at times 
saddled with fear, ambition, addictions, selfishness, and  
prejudice – that distort the meaning of our lives and debase 
our relationships with God and neighbour. May the universal 
Church which unites all believers be a community deeply 
imbued with the spirit of Christ. 
 

Deacon Jerome Emmanuel 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2?13
https://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au/nagle-scholarship
https://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au/nagle-scholarship


 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday @ 9.15am 

(Rosary and Exposition before mass @ 8.30am) 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 9.45—10.15am & 5.00-5.30pm 

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 8.30-9.15am 

Wednesday 6.30pm 
(Devotions to Our lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  

 

BAPTISMS 
At 11.30am on Sunday (by appointment only). 

A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  
for parents and godparents at  

7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
 

MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 
By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

VINNIES COLLECTION 

 

For November, you are invited to donate 1 of the  
following; Christmas biscuits, cake, pudding, mince 
tarts, can of fruit or long life custard 
 

Thank you for your continued generous donations  

The last day for Christmas donations will be  
23rd November 

___________________________________________________ 
 

ALL SOULS DAY - NOVEMBER MASSES 
 

The practice of offering the holy mass for the repose of the 
souls of the deceased, originates in the early church. The  
catechism teaches, “From the beginning, the church has  
honoured the memory of the dead and offered prayers in  
suffrage for them, above all the eucharistic sacrifice, so that 
thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God”  
(No 1032). 
 

The faithful are encouraged to offer masses. These will be  
celebrated throughout the month of November. 
 

Envelopes are at the back of the church.  

 

Please place them in the box with offering and names of 
your deceased loved ones. 
___________________________________________________ 

 

CARITAS  -  GLOBAL GIFTS WITH A PURPOSE ! 

 

Each card you buy helps build brighter futures for children, 
women and men experiencing hardship and poverty.  
By putting your compassion into action and shopping for a 
Global Gift you will bring hope and joy to the world’s most 
vulnerable and communities, while giving your loved ones a 
meaningful Christmas card.  

 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 47:1-2.8-9,12 
I see water flowing from the temple and all who were touched by it 

were saved.  
  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 45: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9 
The waters of the river gladden the city of God 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17  
You are the temple of God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! I have chosen and 
sanctified this house, says the Lord, that my name may remain in 
it for all time. Alleluia!  

For sick parishioners, relatives and friends: Betty Clark, Adi Santoso, Kylie Baffico, Jodie McClellan, Bernard Wallace, Adam Calabria,  
John el-Samra, Bill Calabria, Sal Russo, Palmira Rourke, Lucia Vecchiet, Consuelo Fonseca, David Smythe, Catrina McGhee, Melanie Sant, 
Sarah Davenport, Maria Mihic, Maureen Wood, Dean McDonald, Judy Phillips, Rachel Surdich, Tycho Walsh, Nathan Weaver,  Jim Buckley, 
Jom & Andrew Cadman, Paul Tonissoo, Julie Daly. 
 

Recently Deceased: Ruth (Laurie) Eyers (Funeral on Thursday 13th, 10.30am).  

 

Anniversaries:  Joanne Stewart  

 

Deceased: Owen O’Reilly, Maria Zedrerich, Mary Theew, Greg Whitby AM, Vinc Matani, Raquel Morales, Alma Valdez, E & M Zabeth, 
Jenny Williams, M. Kiniawi, M & A Sabbagh, Therese & Jannette Zabeth, Glenn Mowbray, Fr David Catterall, Mary Collings, Alan Burgess, 
Michael McQuade, Senza Bon, Peter & Tina Muriniti, Lorraine Buckley, Thelma Islip, Vicente Gallegos, Alois Mihic, Abigail deVega, Francis 
Vassallo, Anka-Pero Pejasinovic, Nirvana Zec, Lino Delulia, Ailsia & Bruce McDonald, Joan & Stanley Bartle, Garrick Family, Dabbous 
Family. Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  
We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who are sick, or have died. May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.  

PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and collecting infor-
mation about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral Council, in accordance with Diocesan 

norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

  

CONGRATULATIONS  KEVIN SLOANE  
 

Congratulations Kevin for your continuous voluntary work for 
over 60 years with the St Vincent de Paul Conference as well as 
your involvement with our parish of St Bernadette’s. 

 

Thankyou to Bishop Vincent Long for being here today to  
celebrate this special mass and present Kevin with the  
Papal Honour of the Benemerenti Medal.  

 

You are welcome to stay and join Kevin and his family after mass 
for morning tea. 
________________________________________________________ 

 

SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
 

A Doctor of the Church   
 

During Mass on November 1 – Solemnity of All Saints – the Pope 
formally declared St. John Henry Newman a Doctor of the Church, 
one of the church’s most prestigious titles and touting him as an 
example of intellectual sanctity.  Newman’s spiritual and  
intellectual standing serve as “an inspiration to new generations 
whose hearts thirst for the infinite, and who, through research and 
knowledge, are willing to undertake that journey which, as the  
ancients said, takes us per aspera ad astra, through difficulties to 
the stars”. 
The Pope formally named Newman and Saint Thomas Aquinas as 
co-patrons of the Church’s educational mission for their  
significant contribution to the church’s theology or doctrine.  
Newman himself is hailed for his teachings on conscience and  
doctrinal development. 
The declaration was also considered an ecumenical act, as      
Newman’s intellectual contributions to the faith are also revered 
within the Anglican communion. A delegation of the Church of 
England was also present at Saturday’s Mass, led by Archbishop 
Stephen Cottrell of York. 
________________________________________________________ 

SENIORS MEETING  
Our meeting is Thursday 13th November in the parish meeting room 
(9.45am).  No morning tea, due to funeral of Laurie Eyers. 
Please bring money for Trevi Lunch ($40, in envelope with name).  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ST BERNADETTE’S BANK DETAILS  
 

EFT details: BSB: 067 950        Account number: 00000404 

Lalor Park Catholic Church,        Reference: Your full name 


