o]

¢
:
s
|
s
|
s
s
:
s
s

Web Page:
arish Centre:

www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au
14 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park NSW 2147
Tel: 9672 4037

arish Church: 10 Gardenia Grove, Lalor Park NSW 2147

ARISH BULLETIN

Fr Clifford D’Souza msfs
Deacon Jerome Emmanuel

Parish Priest:

Parish Deacon:

Parish Secretary:
Sacramental Coordinator:
Assistant Secretary:
Office Hours:

School Principal:

Chantal Weir (Wednesday)

ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH LALOR PARK

admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au

Mrs Bev Baxter (Thursday / Friday)
Mrs Madge Miranda (Thursday/Friday)

Wednesday 9am - 3.30pm, Thursday & Friday 9am - 4pm
Mrs Lisa Samojlowicz Tel: 8869 6400
We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship
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ST BERNADETTE'S
PARISH
VISION STATEMENT

The Parish of St
Bernadette's strives to
be a vibrant, active,
Catholic community, that
is welcoming and nurturing
to all and celebrates
being a people of God,
with Christ as
the model.

(Established 1961)
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30th Sunday in ordinary time, 26th October 2025 - YEAR C

Gospel; Luke 18:9-14

Jesus addressed this parable

to those who were convinced of their own righteousness
and despised everyone else.

"Two people went up to the temple area to pray;

one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.

The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to
himself,

'O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity --
greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax collector.
I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.'
But the tax collector stood off at a distance

and would not even raise his eyes to heaven

but beat his breast and prayed,

'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.'

I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former;

for whoever exalts himself will be humbled,

and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."

FOR OUR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
CANDIDATES THIS WEEKEND

Heavenly Father, Bless our new communicants, who have taken
this sacred step to come closer to You through the Holy
Eucharist in their faith journey. May they always feel Your
presence and be guided with Your wisdom with hearts full of
love. Help them to trust in You and share Your light with
others. Amen.

ENROLLMENTS

Looking at enrolling your for childs for 2026 ?

St Bernadette's Primary School Open Day/Night on 29th
October at 9:30am and 6:30pm. To register visit
https://www.stbernadetteslalorpark.catholic.edu.au

2026 COLUMBAN CALENDAR

You are invited to place your order for the 2026 Columban
calendar. Each calendar is $10. Please order at the piety stall.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER;

For collaboration between different religious traditions

Let us pray that believers in different religious traditions might
work together to defend and promote peace, justice,

and human fraternity.

Reflection; 30th Sunday in ordinary time, year C
Attitude in Prayer

The Lord presents us with a picture of two people at
prayer in the temple, one a pharisee, the other a tax
collector. The pharisee’s piety is outstanding in keeping
the rules of fasting, almsgiving and worship and his
religion is without fault. He has a great feeling of
security in his own uprightness. Oozing with pride, he
looks over his shoulder, and, without a glamour of guilt,
he falls preys to the temptation to compare himself to
the tax-collector, who is a social outcast. Conscious of
his wrongdoing, the tax-collector sorrowfully confesses
his sinfulness and asks God for mercy. His humble
prayer touches the tender heart of God and wins
acceptance.

The gospel puts into words shameful attitudes that many
of us possess but are reluctant to admit. The strange
thing is that even though our hearts go out in sympathy
towards the tax collector, in real life we are more
inclined to imitate the pharisee. In everyday life we tend
to boast, brag, put ourselves on the pedestals, be the
centre stage and seek out preferential treatment. We
pride ourselves on our achievements and we forget that
pride eats away at the core of the human heart. It is only
when we empty ourselves of pride that we come to
realise how totally dependant we are upon God.

Prayer must come from a sincere and humble heart if it
to be heard. We have to be honest about our sinfulness
and unworthiness in God’s eyes, and our need for mercy
and forgiveness. The gospel contains a warning for all
churchgoers about the danger of becoming spiritually
smug and presenting ourselves falsely of deserving
God’s mercy because of the good works we have done.
We have not earned our salvation, for grace is the gift of
Jesus from the cross. When we compare ourselves to the
life of Jesus and the holiness of God, all that is left to
say is: ‘O Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.’

With peace in God’s mission
Father Clifford D’Souza msfa

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydne
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us. Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available

options. Phone (02) 9933 0233. Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to
contact NSW Police on 1800 333 000.
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First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19
The prayer of the humble will penetrate the heavens

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 33:2-3, 17-19, 23

The Lord hears the cry of the poor

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18

All that remains is the crown of righteousness reserved for me.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! God was in Christ, to

reconcile the world to himself; and the Good News of
reconciliation he has entrusted to us. Alleluia!

ALL SOULS DAY - NOVEMBER MASSES

The practice of offering the holy mass for the repose of the souls
of the deceased, originates in the early church. The catechism
teaches, “From the beginning the church has honoured the memory
of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the
eucharistic sacrifice, so that thus purified, they may attain the
beatific vision of God” (No 1032)

The faithful are encouraged to offer masses. Masses will be
celebrated all through the month of November.

Please note the Saturday Vigil Mass on 1st November at 5.30pm
will be celebrated as masses for the Dead as well as the Sunday
masses on 2nd November.

Envelopes are placed in the back end of the church. Please place them
in the box with the offering and names of your deceased loved ones.

VINNIES COLLECTION

For November, you are invited to donate 1 of the following;
Christmas biscuits, cake, pudding, mince tarts, can of fruit or long
life custard

Thank you for your continued generous donations

The last day for Christmas donations will be 23rd November.

DESIGN OUR NEXT FRONT COVER!

We’re inviting you to design the front cover of the Catholic

Outlook Magazine’s Christmas and Summer 2025 edition! People of
all ages from across the Diocese of Parramatta are welcome to submit
their artwork for consideration. Let’s make this Advent and Christmas
season a canvas of faith and joy — together. Please

submit entries by Friday 7 November 2025 — with a short
description of your artwork, via parracatholic.org/artcomp

YOUNG ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Young adults from 18-35 are invited to come along on Sunday 9"
November and learn about the early Church Father St Basil the
Great. Speaker Dr Kevin Wagner will lead the faith formation
session at Sacred Heart Parish Hall (9 Ropes Creek Rd, Mt Druitt) at
7pm, followed by free pizza and fellowship! Call Mark with any
questions on 0477 004 678.

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,
Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday @ 9.15am
(Rosary and Exposition before mass @ 8.30am)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 9.45—10.15am & 5.00-5.30pm

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 8.30-9.15am
Wednesday 6.30pm
(Devotions to Our lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)

BAPTISMS
At 11.30am on Sunday (by appointment only).
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism
for parents and godparents at
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month.

MARRIAGES & FUNERALS
By Appointment—~Please contact Parish Office for details.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO HONOUR KEVIN SLOANE

On Sunday 9th November at 10am Mass, Bishop Vincent
Long will present Kevin Sloane with the Papal Honour of
the Benemerenti Medal. This is to honour Kevin for his
continuous voluntary work for over 60 years with the

St Vincent de Paul Conference and his involvement with
our parish of St Bernadette.

Morning tea will follow the Mass outside the church.
Everyone is welcome to stay and join Kevin and his
family over a cuppa and cake.

If you would like to bring a small plate of morning tea to
share, it would be much appreciated.

PARRAMATTA STREET FEAST

You are invited to the Parramatta Street Feast, a Festival of
Welcome on 19 November, 11am—3pm (St Patrick’s

Cathedral Precinct, Parramatta). It’s a space for people from all
walks of life to come together in a spirit of community,
solidarity and friendship, as well as to enjoy delicious food, free
services, creative activities and great music! You can support the
Street Feast as a volunteer. or share your talent by hosting

an activity table. Find out more and express your interest
parracatholic.org/streetfeast

ST BERNADETTE’S BANK DETAILS

EFT details: BSB: 067 950 Account number: 00000404
Lalor Park Catholic Church, Reference: Your full name

For sick parishioners, relatives and friends: Betty Clark, Adi Santoso, Kylie Baffico, Jodie McClellan, Bernard Wallace, Adam Calabria,
John el-Samra, Bill Calabria, Sal Russo, Palmira Rourke, Lucia Vecchiet, Consuelo Fonseca, David Smythe, Catrina McGhee, Melanie Sant,
Sarah Davenport, Maria Mihic, Maureen Wood, Dean McDonald, Judy Phillips, Rachel Surdich, Tycho Walsh, Nathan Weaver, Jim Buckley,

Jom & Andrew Cadman, Paul Tonissoo, Julie Daly.

Recently Deceased: Owen O’Reilly, Maria Zedrerich
Anniversary: Stephen Baxter

Deceased: Mary Theew, Greg Whitby AM, Vinc Matani, Raquel Morales, Alma Valdez, E & M Zabeth, Jenny Williams, M. Kiniawi,

M & A Sabbagh, Therese & Jannette Zabeth, Glenn Mowbray, Fr David Catterall, Mary Collings, Alan Burgess, Michael McQuade, Senza Bon,
Peter & Tina Muriniti, Lorraine Buckley, Thelma Islip, Vicente Gallegos, Alois Mihic, Abigail deVega, Francis Vassallo,

Anka-Pero Pejasinovic, Nirvana Zec, Lino Delulia, Ailsia & Bruce McDonald, Joan & Stanley Bartle, Garrick Family, Dabbous Family.
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society. We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who are sick, or have died.

May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.

PARISH PRIVACY POLICY
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding
and collecting information about parishioners. A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours.
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