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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

27th Sunday in ordinary time, 5th October 2025 - YEAR C 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

  
 

Gospel;   Luke 17:5-10  
 
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." 
The Lord replied, 
"If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you would say to this mulberry tree, 
'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey 
you. 
 
"Who among you would say to your servant who has 
just come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the 
field, 
'Come here immediately and take your place at table'? 
Would he not rather say to him, 
'Prepare something for me to eat. 
Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. 
You may eat and drink when I am finished'? 
Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was 
commanded? 
So should it be with you. 
When you have done all you have been commanded, 
say, 'We are unprofitable servants; 
we have done what we were obliged to do.'"  

______________________________________________________ 
 

CATHOLIC CARE COUNSELLING SERVICES 

 

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains  
provides low cost and affordable counselling services for  
individuals seeking support. Whether you’re looking for general 
guidance or assistance with specific challenges like grief, loss, 
or family matters, Catholic Care is here to help. Call Catholic 
Care on 8843 2500 for a friendly chat today. 
______________________________________________________ 

 

2026 COLUMBAN CALENDAR 
 

You are invited to place your order for the 2026 Columban  
calendar. Each calendar is $10. Please order at the piety stall 
______________________________________________________ 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER; 
 

For collaboration between different religious traditions 
Let us pray that believers in different religious traditions 
might work together to defend and promote peace, justice, 
and human fraternity.  

 

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

 

Reflection; 27th Sunday in ordinary time, year C 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says that a grain of authentic 
faith can achieve remarkable things. Jesus commanding the 
tree to be uprooted is an eastern mode of expression, which 
means that with faith what looks impossible can become  
possible, and should not be taken in literal sense. In  
Matthew’s Gospel, it is more dramatic that it promises to 
move mountains. Indeed, remarkable things have been done 
by people who believed in a dream and, in faith, pursued it 
with everything in them. Take for example, Bishop Desmond 
Tutu confronting the full power of the state in opposing the 
terrible racism of apartheid; Martin Luther King Jr., and the 
civil rights movement confronted armed police, dogs, water 
hoses, in defence of racial segregation, and many more 
events. Faith takes a different dimension in this passage. 

 

The important aspect in this passage is truly to understand 
the faith talked about here as Christian, not in the sense of 
the faith of Christians, but in the sense of the faith in Christ 
that mirrors the faith of Christ. Why is this important? In the 
passage, they ask Jesus to increase their faith, admitting that 
faith is a gift, that the growth of it is not the result of a five to 
ten steps of a greater-faith program. They understand that 
faith and its growth are not to be gained by human efforts but 
are given by God. The true miracle in Jesus’ saying is not 
about overcoming natural laws, but about the presence of 
true faith, a faith that takes hold of the God with whom 
“nothing is impossible,” as Luke stated at the beginning of 
the Gospel (1:37). When the disciples ask for greater faith, 
knowing that difficult times lie ahead of them, Jesus  
responds by asking for something small: a trusting faith the 
size of a mustard seed, so that we - the faithful followers of 
Jesus might not look at ourselves, judging our own faith,  
relying on its strength or being scared by its weakness, but 
look instead at the One we follow. We know that our faith is 
in that sense not ours, but the work of the Holy Spirit binding 
us to Christ. That is the true miracle. 

 

This kind of faith is, of course, nothing to be possessed, or 
stowed away, but a faith to be lived out – an efficacious and 
active faith sustaining the life of the disciple as a life of  
service to God. 

 

St Augustine says, “Faith is to believe what you do not see; 
the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.” 

 

Deacon Jerome Emmanuel 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/17?5


 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 

WEEKDAY COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

Tuesday and Friday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before communion service. 

8.30am Tuesday & Friday) 
 

RECONCILIATION 

 

Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS 
At 11.30am on Sunday (by appointment only). 

A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  
for parents and godparents at  

7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
 

MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 
By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

~ WELCOME ~ 
 

We especially welcome to our faith community Tahlia  
Jayakody. 
Tahlia will be baptised into our community this Sunday.  
Congratulations to her parents and family, and may you 
have a joyous and blessed day. 
___________________________________________________ 

 

DESIGN OUR NEXT FRONT COVER! 

 

We’re inviting you to design the front cover of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine’s Christmas and Summer 2025 edition! 
People of all ages from across the Diocese of Parramatta are 
welcome to submit their artwork for consideration. Let’s 
make this Advent and Christmas season a canvas of faith and 
joy – together. Please submit entries by Friday 7 November 
2025 – with a short description of your artwork, via   
parracatholic.org/artcomp  
___________________________________________________ 

 

FOR OUR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  
CANDIDATES 

 

We pray that our parish family be a welcoming and    
supportive community for these young disciples of Christ. 
May the joy and enthusiasm of these First Communicants 
renew our appreciation for the precious gift of the  
Eucharist. May our parish community be a spiritual home 
for our children, supporting and encouraging them in their 
journey of faith. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

DIOCESE JOB VACANCIES, for more details go to 
parracatholic.org/jobs  

 

First Reading:  Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
The just will live by faithfulness 
  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 94:1-2, 6-9 
 If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 
Never be ashamed of witnessing the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! The word of the 
Lord stands forever; it is the word given to  you, the Good 
News. Alleluia!  

 

For sick parishioners, relatives and friends: Adi Santoso, Owen O'Reilly, Kylie Baffico, Jodie McClellan, Bernard Wallace, Adam Calabria, 
John el-Samra, Bill Calabria, Sal Russo, Palmira Rourke, Lucia Vecchiet, Consuelo Fonseca, David Smythe, Catrina McGhee, Melanie Sant, 
Sarah Davenport, Maria Mihic, Maureen Wood, Dean McDonald, Judy Phillips, Rachel Surdich, Tycho Walsh, Nathan Weaver, Jim Buckley 
Jom & Andrew Cadman, Paul Tonissoo, Julie Daly. 
Anniversary: Val Stevens. 
Deceased: Mary Theew, Greg Whitby AM, Vinc Matani, Vilbina D’Souza, Raquel Morales, Alma Valdez, Father Chris Riley, E & M Zabeth, 
JennyWilliams, M. Kiniawi, M & A Sabbagh, Therese & Jannette Zabeth, Glenn Mowbray, Fr David Catterall, Mary Collings, Alan Burgess, 
Michael McQuade, Senza Bon, Father Tim Hogan, Maria Thi Nguyen, The Most Holy Father Pope Francis, John Leonard Duncan,  
Claire Dobbie, Rocco Fania, Gwen Gunderson, Craig Tonissoo, Ortheo Manketi, Tina Saketano, Dennis Jodson, Samuel Cassar, Frank & 
Elizabeth Calabria, Peter & Tina Muriniti, Mira Zec, Friar Fabian Adkins O.F.M, Lorraine Buckley, Thelma Islip, Nita Newnham, Vicente 
Gallegos, Alois Mihic, Abigail deVega, Francis Vassallo, Anka-Pero Pejasinovic, Nirvana Zec, Lino Delulia, Ailsia & Bruce McDonald,  
Joan & Stanley Bartle, Garrick Family, Dabbous Family. 
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society. We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who are sick, or have died.  
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory. 

PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding 

and collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

 

SENIORS MEETING 

 

The next seniors meeting will be held on Thursday 9th October, at 
9.45am—in the parish meeting room. There will be a guest speaker 
from Services NW,  the topic will be “Driving and   older drivers”  
________________________________________________________ 

 

VINNIES COLLECTION 
 

With Christmas fast approaching , for October, you are invited 
to donate 1 of the following; soft drink, chips, pretzels, nuts,  
Christmas lollies or pancake mix. 
Thank you for your continued generous donations  
___________________________________________________ 

 

THE DAILY MASS BOOK 2026 
 

The Daily Mass Book 2026 is now available to order. They are 
$33.00 each. Please indicate your order on the sheet at the back 
of the church, and give the money to Joe Formosa. Thankyou 
________________________________________________________ 

 

ROSARY BEAD WORKSHOP 

 

Cost is $5 per person, and includes all materials. Sessions are  
16 October or 29 October, 7-8.30 pm, at the Bishop Bede Heather 
Centre, 1–5 Marion Street, Blacktown. To register for a workshop, 
or for more information, please email ofw@parracatholic.org 

________________________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

 

Join us for the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass to be 
held on Sunday 26 October at 2pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral,  
Parramatta, followed by afternoon tea. Those celebrating a  
significant wedding anniversary will receive a certificate. If you 
would like to attend, please register your name, numbers  
attending and any dietary requirements. Family and friends are 
welcome. RSVP to marriage@parracatholic.org or call  
0408 233 478 by 20 October.  
________________________________________________________ 

 

ST BERNADETTE’S BANK DETAILS  
 

EFT details: BSB: 067 950        Account number: 00000404 
Lalor Park Catholic Church,        Reference: Your full name 

http://parracatholic.org/artcomp
https://parracatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66cd269cd75f8a655b1751607&id=d19dff91c0&e=ec98dfde9f
mailto:OFW@parracatholic.org
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org

