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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

 Sunday 22nd December 2024, 4th Sunday of Advent, Ordinary Time - YEAR C 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

 
Reflection, 4th Sunday of Advent, Ordinary Time,              
Year C—Advent Candle,  Peace  
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent- Candle of Peace (Angel’s 
Candle) 
With Christmas just around the corner, the days of Advent 
waiting are almost over. It is of no surprise that that the 
spotlight is on Mary because no one can help us to 
understand the meaning of Christmas better than Mary.  
In the visitation to her cousin Elizabeth, more than the 
happy exchange of support of the two women sharing the 
joys of childbearing, it’s a story of faith, friendship and 
human love. The unborn Christ child received a warm 
welcome when Elizabeth recognises that Mary is carrying 
Jesus the image of the unseen God when she says: ‘Why 
should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my 
Lord?’ 
Mary carries Jesus as a gift to a world in need and we are 
do the same. We are invited to be the signs of his presence 
when we give ourselves to others- and what better time 
than at Christmas, when we meet family and friends with 
warmth and added feelings, a social celebration of family, 
food and fun and its joy should not be spoiled by 
somebody being left out. At Christmas everybody ought 
to feel like an insider. Let us not forget the humble origins 
of Jesus, born into our world of pain and sorrow, in a 
stable on the very bottom rung of the social ladder. 
 
All our celebrations are a sham if Jesus is not born into 
our hearts. The gifts that we share have no purpose unless 
God is part of the giving, a pattern to be followed in 
everyday living. Perhaps this year a neighbour or an old 
friend has to spend Christmas in hospital away from the 
joys of family or the Lord has called someone home 
leaving a vacant chair at the dinner table. A visit made 
there in the spirit of Mary to Elizabeth will always be 
appreciated and will bring warmth and meaning to our 
Christmas celebrations. 

With Peace in God’s Mission 

Father Clifford D’Souza msfs 

 

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

 

Gospel:    Luke 1:39 - 45  

 

Mary set out 
and travelled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah,  
where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the infant leaped in her womb,  
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,  
cried out in a loud voice and said,  
“Blessed are you among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me,  
that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greet-
ing reached my ears,  
the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed 
that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.”  

  

  

Pope's Intention;  

For pilgrims of hope 
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our 
faith, helping us to recognize the Risen Christ 
in our daily lives and that it may transform us 
into pilgrims of Christian hope. 



MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 
Wednesday 6:30pm-Exposition & 7:00pm Mass. 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday  9.45-10.15am , 5.00 - 5.30pm 

__________________________________________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS AND RECONCILIATION TIMES 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Thursday  19 December  9.45-10.15 am 
Friday     20 December  9.45-10.15am 
Saturday   21 December  9.45-10.15am, 5.00-5.30pm 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS 
 24 December vigil 5.30 pm (Children’s Mass) 
                                 8.00 pm 
                                 12.00 midnight 
 25 December           9.00 am 
__________________________________________________  
 

JUBILEE YEAR 
A jubilee year, also known as a “holy year,” is a special 
year in the life of the church currently celebrated every 25 
years. The most recent ordinary jubilee was in 2000, with 
Pope Francis calling for an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy in 2015-2016. Jubilee years have been held on  
regular intervals in the Catholic church since 1300, but they 
trace their roots to the Jewish tradition of marking a jubilee 
year every 50 years. These years in Jewish history were 
“intended to be marked as a time to re-establish a proper 
relationship with God, with one another, and with all of 
creation, and involved the forgiveness of debts, the return 
of misappropriated land, and a fallow period for the fields.” 
 Jubilee 2025 opens Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m., with 
the rite of the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s  
Basilica in the Vatican immediately before Pope Francis 
celebrates midnight Mass. Holy Doors will also be opened 
at Rome’s three other major basilicas: St. John Lateran on 
Dec. 29, St. Mary Major on Jan. 1, and St. Paul’s Outside 
the Walls on Jan. 5. 
A Holy Door will also be opened Dec. 26 at Rebibbia   

Prison, a Roman prison Pope Francis has visited twice  

before to celebrate Mass and wash inmates’ feet on Holy 
Thursday. 

Entrance Antiphon:  
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds 

rain down the Just One; 
Let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

First Reading: Year C  Micah 5:1 
Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16,  18-19 
Lord make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall 

be saved. 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
I am coming to do your will. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done. 

Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Isaiah 7:14  
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name 

shall be called Emmanuel. 

 

For sick parishioners, relatives and friends.   
David Smythe, Catrina McGhee, Melanie Sant, Sarah Davenport, Maria Mihic, Maureen Wood, Dean McDonald, Judy Phillips, Thelma 
Islip, Wendy Hord, Rachel Surdich,  Mabel Green, Tycho Walsh, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Nathan Weaver, Paul Tonissoo,  Julie Daly, 
Jim Buckley 
 

For our recently deceased brothers and sisters:  Albina Nikicih, John Breed 
 

Anniversary: Malcolm Speers 
 

Deceased: Francis Johnson, Seanie Cronin, Margie Rose. Francesco Marafioti, Rocco Marafioti, Loreto Zec, Waddad Hourani-
Honeineh el-Samra,Rocco Fania, Carina Magat, Samuel Cassar, Nita Newnham, Vicente Gallegos, Francis Vassallo, Anka-Pero 
Pejasinovic, Alois Mihic, Nirvana Zec, Mira Zec, Laura Vecchiet, Lino Delulia, Maria Micelotta, Elipidia Morcilla Lauzon, Ailsia & 
Bruce McDonald, Joan & Stanley Bartle, Garrick Family. 
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  
 

We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who are sick, or have died.  
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory. 

PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding 

and collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

GRATEFUL TO GOD FOR THE GIFT OF LIFE 
 

Please join us as we wish Father Clifford a very special 60th 
birthday this Christmas Eve.  Father, we wish you  the most 
wonderful day, and a happy healthy year. 
__________________________________________________ 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Blessings and congratulations to Terry and Bernadette Nolan 
on the wonderful milestone of their 50th wedding  
anniversary. May you continue on this path of love for many 
years to come. 
__________________________________________________   

 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

The parish office will remain closed from Dec 26 until Jan 14, 
2025. We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a wonderful 2025  
__________________________________________________ 

 

POST CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
 

 26 December  Thursday   No mass 
 27 December  Friday    No mass 
 28 December Saturday morning  No mass 
 31 December Tuesday   8.15 am 
   1 January Wednesday (New Years Day) 9.15 am  

Weekday masses from 2 January until Saturday 25 January 
will be at 8.15am with exposition and rosary at 7.45am   


