
ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH LALOR PARK                                                                                          
Web Page:            www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au  
Parish Centre:     14 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park, 2147   
   Tel: 9672.4037                                   
Parish Church:    10 Gardenia Grove, Lalor Park 2147  

PARISH BULLETIN                                             (Established 1961) 
Email: admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
Parish Priest:  Fr Clifford D’Souza msfs 
Parish Deacon:               Deacon Jerome Emmanuel 
Parish Secretary:                Mrs Bev Baxter     
Sacramental Coordinator:         Mrs Madge Miranda (Thursday/Friday) 
Assistant Secretary:                Mr Joel Agius   
Office Hours:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9am to 4pm  
Principal:            Mrs Lisa Samojlowicz  Tel: 8869 6400  

  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A          5 NOVEMBER 2023 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

All for the Glory of God 
It would be hypocritical to point a finger at the unflattering picture of the 
Pharisees painted in the gospel. What Jesus is saying is important to us too. 
Very few can truthfully say that our deeds always match our words. We 
easily put on a show to hide our short comings and appear virtuous by 
presenting one face for the public and displaying a different one for our 
own family and friends. While Christ hated hypocrisy in all forms, sincerity 
and openness of character appealed to him. He could gaze into the depths of 
the person’s heart. He wanted his disciples to avoid such attitudes which 
emptied God’s word of its power. 
The gospel of Mathew 23:1-12 ie They do not practice what they preach, is 
a challenge to all Christians about the quality of their worship and the 
witness of their faith. Christ invites us to profess what we say and do what 
we mean. All of us are in constant danger of not living up to our ideals. We 
are taught not to seek our own advancement but perform good works for 
the glory of God. We have lost our way when the search for human 
approval becomes uppermost in our lives. 
As parents, any correction of children falls on deaf ears when our own 
behaviour is irresponsible and our language foul. As leaders in a local 
community, if our actions speak louder than words, then our external 
actions must match our inner genuineness. In all circumstances of life, we 
lead by example and that is what will bring others to Christ.  

 

With Peace in God’s mission 
Fr. Clifford msfs 
 
 

Pope’s Intention for the Month of November  
For the Pope - We pray for the Holy Father; as he fulfills his mission, may he 
continue to accompany the flock entrusted to him, with the help of the Holy Spirit.  



 

 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

GOSPEL 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The 
scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. You 
must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what 
they say; but do not be guided by what they do: since 

they do not practise what they preach. They tie 
up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s 
shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move 
them? Not they! Everything they do is done to 
attract attention, like wearing broader 

phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the 
place of honour at banquets and the front seats in the 
synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market 
squares and having people call them Rabbi. 
‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be 
called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you 
are all brothers. You must call no one on earth your 
father, since you have only one Father, and he is in 
heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called 
teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The 
greatest among you must be your servant. Anyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles 
himself will be exalted.’ 
______________________________________________ 

2024 Columban Calendar 
 
The 2024 Columban Calendar is now on sale in 
the Piety Store at $10 each.  
  

Exploring the Catholic Faith (RCIA) 
 
Has anyone spoken to you or do you know of any 
non Christian or non Catholic who wants to know 
the Catholic faith and who lives within the local  
area? If so, please see me and we can further the 
interest of the person/s by inviting them to our    
parish community and initiating them into the 
teaching and practices of the Catholic church.   
Fr. Clifford.  
__________________________________________ 

Upcoming Feast Days 
 

9th November - The Dedication of the Lateran    
Basilica 
 
10th November - St Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor 
of the Church 
 
11th November - St Martin of Tours, Bishop 
 
12th November - St Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 
__________________________________________ 

November - Month of the Holy Souls 
 
November is the month of the Holy Souls. This is 
traditionally a time when we remember those who 
have died. We are invited to pray for our deceased 
loved ones and visit them where they have been 
laid to rest. This is also a time when we pray    
especially for the souls in purgatory who have not 
yet attained the joys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
November Mass Offering envelopes are placed in 
the church. You may place the Mass offerings in a 
box which will be placed in front of the altar and 
celebrated through the month.  
__________________________________________ 

Youth Mass Round the Diocese:  
11 November  

  
Looking for some young adults to worship 
with? Hunting for an excuse to catch up with 
Jesus and friends? Wondering what goes on 
around our   Diocese? Mass ‘Round the Diocese 
is just that! Our young people are visiting  
different churches around the Diocese for Mass 
and fellowship afterwards with new and known 
friends. The first Mass will be at Our Lady of 
the Rosary Parish, Kellyville, on Saturday 11 
November for 6pm Mass. For more  
information, please contact: 
youthgroupolor@gmail.com   

Entrance Antiphon: Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; 
be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 
 
First Reading: Malachi 1:14-2:2,8-10 
You have strayed from the way, you have caused many 
to stumble by your teaching. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: In you, Lord, I have found my 
peace. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9,13 
We were eager to hand over to you not only the Good 
News but our lives as well. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
You have one Father, your Father in heaven; you have 
one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ! Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in 
your presence, O Lord. 

mailto:youthgroupolor@gmail.com


 

 PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and 

collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

VINNIES PANTRY 
 

During the month of November, you are 
invited to donate any one of the 
following items: Long Life Custard, 
Chips, Nuts, Drinks or any other 
Christmas food item of your choice.  

 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the  
St Vincent De Paul (Vinnies) through the Pantry or The 
Poor Box throughout the year. 
______________________________________________ 

Seniors Meeting 
 

The next Seniors Meeting will be held next Thursday 9th 
November at 9:45AM in the Hall. Members coming to the 
Christmas Party need to bring $55 in an envelope.  
Thank you.   All welcome. 
______________________________________________ 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

 
Come and pray and spend quiet time with the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament before mass on 
weekdays and on Saturday before the vigil 

mass. Please note, every Saturday beginning Saturday 4th 
November the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed in the 
chapel from 4.30 until 5.30pm.  

______________________________________________ 
Mass and prayers for deceased clergy: 

17 November 
  

The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its second 
annual Mass for our deceased clergy on Friday 17 
November at 10.30am at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill, 
followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy buried in 
Pinegrove Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give 
your gift of prayer to those whose lives were dedicated to 
bringing us all closer to Christ.   
We encourage each parish to offer a Mass for the 
deceased priests who have served in your own parish on 
the same day, to unite in prayer for this special intention.  

_________________________________________ 
Parramatta Street Feast: 11 November  

 
You are invited to the Parramatta Street Feast, 
Saturday 11 November 2023. Come and share a meal, 
company and entertainment with members of our 
community who are on the margins of society. This 
free event will be held in a spirit of solidarity and 
friendship at the Cloister Hall, St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta, 10:30AM to 1:30PM. The Street Feast is 
a collaboration between the Diocese of Parramatta, 
PAYCE Foundation, Paynter Dixon and  
St. Merkorious Charity.   

SREs Needed 
This Ministry is in need of more volunteers. It is  
incredibly important and rewarding. We’d love to 
have you on board. 
 
We currently teach for half-hour periods on the  
following days: 
Tuesdays at Lynwood Park Public School and Kings 
Langley Public School 
 
Wednesdays at Lalor Park Public School 
 
Thursdays at Seven Hills West Public School 
 
Training is provided for all new SREs.  
 
For more information or if you are interested in  
joining this Ministry in our Parish, please feel free to 
contact Joel either via the Parish Office or at  
joel.agius@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
 
Pamphlets with further information are also available 
at the back of the Church. 
__________________________________________ 

Volunteers Needed 
Our Parish is looking for more volunteers. We  
currently need more volunteers in the  following 
Ministries: 
 
• Cleaners: Clean the Church on one  Saturday 

of the month 
• Readers to read at the Sunday morning Masses 

(We currently have enough Readers for the 
Saturday Vigil Mass) 

• Altar Servers: Young people can join this 
Ministry after receiving their First Holy  

         Communion. Training will be   provided. 
• Welcomers 
• CD Operators for the Saturday Vigil Mass 

and 8:30am Sunday Mass 
If you are interested in joining one of these  
Ministries, please contact the Parish Office on   
9672 4037 or email  
liturgy@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
__________________________________________ 
Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal 

An estimated 1 million people have been displaced 
in Gaza with immediate food, shelter, health, and 
psychosocial needs.  
With your support, we will be able to help our     
partners on the ground to assist people displaced and 
affected by the current conflict.  
 

Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza   
Crisis Appeal.  

You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza 
or phone 1800 024 413   

http://www.caritas.org.au/gaza


Diocesan Food Drives   
  
Many vulnerable people in our community rely on the 
‘food banks’ run by the Jesuit Refugee Services and the 
House of Welcome, which operate thanks to donations 
from community food drives. All parishes and schools 
are encouraged to run a food drive for those seeking 
safety in Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains. Find 
out more information about how you can help at 
parracatholic.org/fooddrive or emailing 
james.atanasious@parracatholic.org   
 

125th Anniversary Cathedral Organ 
Concert: 12 November  

 
St Patrick's Cathedral Organists, Choir and Guest 
Performers will present an array of performances at a 
Gala Concert to celebrate the 125th anniversary of  
St Patrick's Cathedral Organ. The Concert will be held 
on Sunday 12 November from 3pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. Tickets can be purchased via this link  
https://www.trybooking.com/CLUFN or at the door.  
For more information, contact 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
Rachel Vaz  Anthony Pilayre 

Joshua Davison 

Minister at the Altar  
 

Zaldy Pamintuan Rey Baterna Michael Webster 

 

Minister of the Word Ella Martirez ® 1 
David Smyth ® 2 

Bernadette Nolan ©  

Michele Brohier ® 1 
Lynne Tolhurst ® 2 
Matthew Kenyon ©  

Josephine Baracz ® 1 
Jem Dalay ® 2 
Thelma Islip ©  

Eucharistic Minister Bev Baxter Sue Gilmore Sarah Key 

Welcomer  Agius Family Jan Weaver Rosa Watson 

Music CDs - Tony Walsh St Pedro Calungsod Choir Parish Choir 

Flowers Vicky Sant 

Counters Tom Lara, Epay Lara & Orlando Abarca 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / Couples for Christ / Nick Soon 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

Wednesday evening @ 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 
Wednesday 6.30pm  

(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  
Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 

 
BAPTISMS 

At 11.30am by appointment only. 
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  

for parents and godparents at  
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 
MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:      11th & 12th NOVEMBER 2023 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Bruce Flemming, Rachel Surdich, Mabel Green, Dean McDonald, Baby Walsh, Gerard Leslie, Mick Toomey, 
Dennis Tracey, Harry Tracey, Rachel Surdich, Laura Vecchiet, Victoria Herzig, Sandra McShane, Gwen 
Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias, Ann Thompson, Sr M. Teresa, Glenn Mowbray, Julie Daly, Annette 
McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, Ivy Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen Sammit, 
Margaret Duff, John Roch, Trish Mowbray, Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven 
Vuleta, Joseph Leslie, Angie Delara, David Smythe, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue James, Myra Sessions,  David 
Ward, David Williams, Nathan Weaver. Maria Posa, Angelo Posa. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased:   
Anniversary:   
Deceased: Ailsia McDonald, Bruce McDonald. 
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  
We pray for all those from St Bernadette’s who have died. 
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.  

http://parracatholic.org/fooddrive
mailto:james.atanasious@parracatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/CLUFN
mailto:Hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

