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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A   12 MARCH 2023 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

 
The reaction of the people in the wilderness to the lack of water laid bare their resistance to the          
leadership of Moses and the shallowness of their trust in God. After all that God had done, they still put 
God to the test. Just as God had delivered them from the bondage of Egypt through the leadership of  
Moses, so now, again through the actions of Moses, God gives them the water they demand. The miracle 
demonstrates that God is indeed in their midst. Why does God endure such thanklessness, rebellion and 
audacity? This is but another example of God's boundless and compassionate love for sinners. 
 
The relationship between God and the people is characterised in the psalm response by means of several   
metaphors. God is the rock of their salvation, their creator and their shepherd. The images of rock and     
shepherd characterise God as protector. The psalmist issues a serious plea to be open to the voice of God. 
This is followed by an appeal by God for a response that is different than the spirit of rebellion that    
governed their ancestors while they were in the wilderness. God desires hearts that are open, not       
hardened by selfishness or a lack of faith. ‘Today’ the descendants of those rebellious wanderers are 
called upon to respond with open faith and willing obedience. 
 
He tells the Christians in Rome that they have been justified through the actions of others, not their own.   
Human righteousness is based on the righteousness that originates in God, a righteousness that gives and   
sustains life, security and well being. We have no right to this relationship with God. It has been won for 
us by the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul maintains that this divine love is the foundation of our hope. This love 
is poured into our hearts through the Spirit who has been given to us. The prodigality of God's             
graciousness is beyond comprehension. It is poured out like water, life-giving, enriching, overflowing. 
Anticipation of the Trinitarian theology here is unmistakable. 
 
Jesus asks the Samaritan woman for water when in fact he intends to give water. He is not talking about 
the water that could be drawn from the well. However, his real meaning was not immediately evident, 
and her misunderstanding is the opening for Jesus’ instruction. His knowledge of her marital situation 
prompts her to call him a prophet and to engage him in a discussion about the proper place to worship 
God. Once again Jesus moves the conversation away from what is merely perceptible to the level of deep 
spiritual meaning. He    declares that when the eschatological hour arrives, all religious observance will 
be superseded by worship that is animated by the Spirit. Ultimately it is through this woman that the 
word of salvation takes root in the hearts of the despised and marginalised and grows into a great harvest. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the 
world; give me living water, that I may never thirst again. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 



Next Week’s Readings:  

1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41          

 

 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

GOSPEL 

John 4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 

the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 

well is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat 

straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus 

said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the 

town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? 

You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, 

in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied:  

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is 

saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one to 

ask, and he would have given you living water.’  

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: 

how could you get this living water? Are you a greater man than 

our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself 

with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but anyone who 

drinks the water that I shall give will never be thirsty again: the 

water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling 

up to eternal life.’  

‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may 

never get thirsty and never have to come here again to draw 

water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this 

mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one 

ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 

worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know; 

for salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour will come – in 

fact it is here already – when true worshippers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of worshipper the Father 

wants. God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in 

spirit and truth.’  

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is 

coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who 

am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’  

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the 

strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans 

came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for 

two days, and when he spoke to them many more came to 

believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe 

because of what you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we 

know that he really is the saviour of the world.’  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH        
ADMINISTRATOR 

 
 
100th Birthday  
 
I wish to greet and congratulate Mary Leeder, one of 
our parishioners, who just celebrated her 100th birthday 
last Wednesday, 8 March. She usually attends the 
10:00AM Mass. Kindly include her in your prayers.  
 
Financial Year 2022  
 
Our parish has recently received the Financial Year 
(FY) 2022 Annual Audit from the Diocese. Here is the  
summary of the FY 2022. Our parish total operating  
income was $172,451.49. The parish operating income  
declined by 21% due to a reduction in ATO Payments 
by 54% and envelope collections by 16% compared to 
FY 2021. Our parish total operating expenses was 
$165,179.86. The parish ended the FY 2022 with an  
operating surplus of $7,271.63.  
 
The first collections towards the pastoral revenue for 
FY 2022 was $38,435.00, a -18% change compared to 
FY 2021. Pastoral revenue is the offerings made by 
you, in which its purpose is for an equitable and  
sufficient  monthly remuneration; comprehensive health 
care coverage; appropriate provisions for living  
expenses; special assistance, according to need and  
circumstances, for all the clergy ministering in the  
Diocese of Parramatta. 
 
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude to all of you for 
your generosity in financially supporting our parish and 
all clergy of the Diocese.  
 
New Parish Group  
 
We have a new parish group, called ‘Cruzada de  
Penitencia y Caridad’ (Crusade of Penance and  
Charity). The Cruzada is originated from the Province 
of Pampanga, Philippines, that promotes prayer,  
penance, and good works through lamak (almsgiving) 
to the poor through their faithful devotion to Santo 
Cristo del Perdon y Caridad (Christ of Forgiveness and 
Charity) and the Virgen de los Remedios (Our Lady of 
Remedies), Patroness of the  Province of Pampanga. 
The images of Jesus Christ and Our Lady will be placed 
in our church for everyone to venerate and express their 
devotion.  
 
St Bernadette, pray for us! 
 
May God bless us always! 
 
Fr John Paul  



VINNIES PANTRY 
During the month of March, you are invited to donate 1 
Packet of Breakfast Cereal of your choice to help 
Vinnies with their parcels for the needy. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
_________________________________________ 

High School Youth Group 
 

The St Bernadette’s High School Youth Group will meet 
on Friday 17th March from 6pm-7:30pm in the Parish 
Hall. Our topic for the evening will be: ‘Building a 
Relationship with Christ.’ 
All young people who are currently in High School are 
welcome to attend. 
_________________________________________ 

Feast of St Joseph 

The Diocese of Parramatta Filipino Chaplaincy invites 
you to celebrate the Feast of St Joseph on Saturday 18th 
March at Mary Queen of the Family Parish, 51-59 
Allawah St, Blacktown. A Solemn High Mass will be held 
at 10:30am. 
 
Novena Masses for St Joseph will be held from the 8th-
16th March at 7:30pm at St Michael’s Church, 58 Orwell 
St, Blacktown (Mass will begin at 8pm on the 8th & 15th 
of March). 
 
All are invited to attend to celebrate this special Feast. 

_________________________________________ 
12th Fiesta Celebration in Honour of 

St Pedro Calungsod (2nd Filipino 
Saint) 

The St Pedro Calungsod Devotees and Diocese of 
Parramatta invite you to celebrate the Novena/Fiesta for 
St Pedro Calungsod. A concelebrated Mass officiated by 
Fr John Paul will take place at 11:30am on Saturday 1st 
April at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill. All are welcome to 
attend and wear red as this is the colour of martyrdom. 

Daily Novena Masses will be held at 7pm each night from 
23rd March-31st March. The Novena Mass at St 
Bernadette’s Parish, Lalor Park will be held on Monday 
27th March. All are welcome to attend. 

_________________________________________ 

St Patrick’s Day Business Breakfast:  
17 March  
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Parramatta, are hosting the 
St Patrick’s Day Business Breakfast, an annual event 
acknowledging faith and nation building and connecting 
Not-For-Profit organisations with business communities. 
The Breakfast will be held on Friday 17 March from 7am 
to 9am at the Cathedral Hall, with guest speaker Dr 
Andrew Charlton MP, Federal Member for Parramatta. 
Tickets are $100 per person and can be purchased via 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1012636. 

 

 PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and 

collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
 

Please take home a Project Compassion box or set of 
donation envelopes to support Caritas  Australia this 
Lenten season and help support vulnerable people 
around the world, now and For All Future  
Generations.  
 
With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to 
support communities around the world to tackle  
poverty, food security, education, water and  
sanitation and disaster risk reduction. Project   
Compassion 2023 reminds us that the good that we 
do today will extend and impact the lives of  
generations to come.  
 
As St Pope John Paul II said, “The future starts  
today, not tomorrow.” Together, we can help  
vulnerable communities face their challenges  today 
and build a better tomorrow For All  Future  
Generations.  
 
You can donate through Project Compassion   
donation boxes and envelopes available from our 
parish, by visiting  
caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by  
calling 1800 024 413. 

____________________________________ 
 

JOIN THE PARISH CHOIR FOR  
EASTER TRIDUUM 

 
You are most welcome to join the Parish Choir for 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil).  
 
The Parish Choir is practising each Tuesday evening 
at 7:30pm until Holy week. It would be good to have 
a few more people, even from the Parish’s other 
Choirs, singing with us at this time. Think about it.  
If you are interested please contact Elizabeth Kitney 
on 0408 491 110 or Michele Facchin on  

0448 721 000 

____________________________________ 
 

Altar Servers 
 

If you have completed your First Holy Communion 
and would like to become an Altar Server in our  

Parish, please speak with  
Fr John Paul or email  

liturgy@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au. 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1012636


 

Masterclass for Mentor Married Couples: 24 
March    

 
The Diocese is looking to more deeply accompany couples 
preparing to be married. Have you been married for more 
than 5 years? Committed to living the sacrament of 
Marriage? Willing to give time limited assistance to couples 
preparing for marriage? Join us for a Masterclass on Friday 
24 March at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown, on Mentoring engaged couples in your Parish 
using the SmartLoving Engaged Online program. If you are 
unable to attend in-person, a follow up Zoom session will be 
held for interested couples on Saturday 1 April at 10am. To 

book your attendance or to ask further questions, please email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Marisa on (02) 8838 3460.  
 
Aid to the Church in Need Syria Appeal 
 
HELP SYRIA. Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) has 
launched an emergency appeal for the people in northern 
Syria desperate for help following the devastating 
earthquakes. ACN is begging for funds to support their  
long-time local project partners on the ground in Syria. To 
read more about what ACN is doing and to make an offering 
please visit www.aidtochurch.org/syriaearthquake 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
Arielle McDonald 
Lucie McDonald 

Justin Spiteri 
Andrew Spiteri 

Zoe Kenyon 

Anthony Pilayre 
Joshua Davison 

Liam Agius 

Minister at the Altar  
 

Aidan Villadolid Fernando Gallegos Michael Webster 

 

Minister of the Word Tina Uri ® 1 
Minda Vuleta ® 2 
Albert Agius ©  

Matthew Kenyon ® 1 
Judith Smith ® 2 
Alex De Vega ©  

Ephpheta ® 1 
Ephpheta ® 2 
Thelma Islip ©  

Eucharistic Minister Ella Martirez Helen Gonzales Sarah Key 

Welcomer  Larraine Stirton Wendy Walsh Cindy Astillo 

Music Couples for Christ St Francis Choir Parish Choir 

Flowers No Flowers During Lent 

Counters Tom Lara, Epay Lara & Orlando Abarca 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / Jenny Agius / Sue Gilmore / Sheila Magallanes 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

Wednesday evening @ 7:30pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 
Wednesday 6.30pm  

(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  
Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 

 
BAPTISMS 

At 11.30am by appointment only. 
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  

for parents and godparents at  
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 
MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:   18th & 19th MARCH 2023 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Tony Walsh, Rey Astillo, Victoria Herzig, Sandra McShane, Gwen Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias,  
Ann Thompson, Sr M. Teresa, Glenn Mowbray, Julie Daly, Annette McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, 
Ivy Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen Sammit, Margaret Duff, John Roch, Trish Mowbray, 
Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven Vuleta, Joseph Leslie, Angie Delara,  
Gerard Leslie, David Smythe, Beryl Foster, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue James, Myra Sessions,  David Ward, 
Brian Sloane, David Williams, Nathan Weaver. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased: Michael Agius  
Anniversary:  
Deceased: Ailsia McDonald, Tony Smith  
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  
 
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.  

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
http://www.aidtochurch.org/syriaearthquake

