
ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH LALOR PARK                                                                                          
Web Page:            www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au  
Parish Centre:     14 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park, 2147   
   Tel: 9672.4037                                   
Parish Church:    10 Gardenia Grove, Lalor Park 2147  

PARISH BULLETIN                                             (Established 1961) 
Email: admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
Parish Administrator:  Fr John Paul Escarlan            
Parish Deacon:               Deacon Jerome Emmanuel 
Parish Secretary:                Mrs Bev Baxter     
Sacramental Coordinator:         Mrs Madge Miranda (Thursday/Friday) 
Assistant Secretary:                Mr Joel Agius   
Office Hours:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9am to 4pm  
Principal:            Mrs Lisa Samojlowicz  Tel: 8869 6400  

  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

2nd SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A   05 MARCH 2023 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 
In all three versions of this Transfiguration event that appear in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the 
context in which the event occurs is identical. That’s a little unusual with these three Gospel writers who like 
to put their own spin on events and often play with the chronology or settings of events. However, in this 
case, all three writers report the Transfiguration event as taking place immediately after a particular sequence 
of events. Jesus has asked the disciples who they think he is and Peter has made his confession of faith by  
declaring that Jesus is the Messiah. This declaration is followed by Jesus teaching about the demands of     
discipleship and then the account of the Transfiguration. Furthermore, all three versions are directly followed 
by an account of a man who brings his possessed son to Jesus for healing after the disciples have tried and 
failed to cast out the demon. 
When all three of the synoptic Gospels use the same story with little variation and all three retain the same 
context around the event then there are some pretty clear signals that this was a commonly accepted sequence 
of events and their sequence holds significance. The core message of this sequence of stories is about the faith 
of the disciples. Whilst Peter declares Jesus to be the Messiah, he and the others don’t really yet know what 
this means. In the Transfiguration, they are given the clearest possible indication of Jesus’ identity and yet 
they’re confused and scared by what they witness. The following failure by the disciples to cast out a demon 
shows that they still haven’t understood fully who and what Jesus is. 
During this Lenten season, like the disciples, we are called to consider who Jesus is and what role he plays in 
our lives. 
 
Scriptural context – Gospel parallels 
The account of the Transfiguration appears in all three synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). The 
word, synoptic, means ‘seen together’ and these three Gospels can be seen together because they have so 
much material in common. It is now accepted that the gospel of Mark was the first written as so much of it 
appears in the other two, while the gospels of Matthew and Luke both seem to have also drawn on another 
source of Jesus material (known as the ‘Q’ source). Despite the parallels, each writer uses the same story to 
convey the particular message of that Gospel. 
 
Living the Gospel – ‘Listen to him!’ 
God’s voice from the cloud claims Jesus as his Son, the Chosen One, and then goes on to instruct those     
present – and we, the readers – to ‘Listen to him!’ For the disciples, this was a message not to get carried 
away with their own ideas about the Messiah but to listen to what Jesus was saying about the suffering he 
must endure and to what he was saying about true discipleship. Jesus tells us that to be a follower of his     
involves sacrifice, hardship and often unpopularity. It is this message we must listen to as much as the    
promise of salvation. 

© Greg Sunter  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! From the shining cloud the Father’s 
voice is heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 



Next Week’s Readings:  

Exodus 17:3-7, Romans 5:1-2, 5-8, John 4:5-42          

 

 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   

GOSPEL 

Matthew 17:1-9 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone. There in their 
presence he was transfigured; his face shone 
like the sun and his clothes became as white as 

the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them; 
they were talking with him. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 
‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when 
suddenly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and 
from the cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to 
him.’ When they heard this, the disciples fell on their 
faces, overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and 
touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And 
when they raised their eyes they saw no one but only 
Jesus.  
As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them 
this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision until the Son of 
Man has risen from the dead.’   
______________________________________________ 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION  
PROCESS 

Registration for the Sacraments of Holy Communion 

and Confirmation will start from March 13. As 

Scripture classes could commence only in the second 

week of March, Parents wishing to present their 

children for Holy Communion or Confirmation will 

need to collect their Registration Package from the 

Parish Office (14 Wheeler Street) between 9am and 

4pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays. Children 

attending St Bernadette’s School will receive the 

Registration Package on Friday 24th  February 

Parents you might  need to check your children’s 

bags ! 

 

Please tell your friends about this new arrangement, if 

for some reason they are not aware of it. 

Of course, you might even talk to Catholic friends who 
have not presented their children for any of the 
Sacraments including Baptism and tell them that  they 
are very welcome 
 
Mrs Madge Miranda 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 

The Office for Safeguarding is offering a range of    

opportunities across the Diocese to complete your  

Safeguarding Training to kick off 2023. Please choose 

one of the following options and venues and register for 

your Safeguarding Modules.  

 
Weekday Morning Training   
St Bernadette’s Parish Lalor Park (Parish Meeting 
Room)  
Module 3: Monday 6th March (10.15am-11.45am)  
 
Weekday Evening Training   
St Oliver Plunkett’s Parish – 35 Wigram Street Harris 
Park  
Module 3: Tuesday 7th March (7.00pm-8.30pm)  
 
St Finbar’s Parish - 46-52 Levy Street Glenbrook   
Module 3: Tuesday 9th May (7.30pm-9.00pm)  
 
Please register for one of these options (Parish and 
Date/s) by emailing:  
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  
If you would like to complete the training online ‘Sign 
Up’ by clicking on this link:  
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au  
If you have any questions about the Safeguarding   
Training, please email Maria Kervin, Community     
Engagement and Education Officer at:  
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  
_________________________________________ 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED 
This weekend we welcome to our parish Kylie Cullen 
who will speak to us about the work of Aid to the 
Church in Need. Aid to the Church in Need exists to 
support suffering, oppressed and persecuted      
Christians. In fact, they are the only International 
Catholic Charity dedicated to this mission. At the end 
of WWII, a Dutch priest, Fr Werenfried Van Staatan, 
appealed to the  Catholic people of Belgium and the 
Netherlands, to move past their hatred of the        
Germans, and to see in the suffering of these innocent 
German families, the suffering Christ. His pleas    
unleashed so much generosity and he became known 
as the 'Bacon Priest" because they brought tonnes of 
bacon to starving German families, along with      
assisting so many Christians in need. His initiative 
spread out to the entire world and we now reach 
thousands of persecuted  Christians all around the 
world. Fr Werenfried led ACN until his death in 
2003. In 2011, Pope Benedict XIV raised the charity 
to the level of a Pontifical Foundation. Kylie will 
speak during Mass and share more about their work 
and the testimonies of those have been helped.  



WELCOME We especially welcome to our faith 
community: Gabriel Sama, Rafael Alonso, and 
Cleo and Callie Tanner. 
They will be baptised into our community this 
Sunday. Congratulations to their parents and 
families and may you have a joyous and blessed 
day. 
_________________________________________ 
CONGRATULATIONS to Anne-Marie who 
was admitted as a Catechumen last Sunday by 
Bishop Vincent to become a member of the 
Catholic Church at Easter. We wish you all the best 
in your journey over the coming month. 
_________________________________________ 

SENIORS MEETING 
The next Seniors Meeting will be held on Thursday 

9th March at 9:45AM in the Hall. All welcome. 
_________________________________________ 

Monday Night Bible Study 
Come and join us on our Monthly Monday night 
Bible Study for a deep dive into the scriptures set 
for proclamation on each Sunday from the 
churches’ Lectionary. A typical bible study session 
includes: an opening prayer, a review of the Sunday 
Scripture Readings, followed by open discussion 
points and a closing prayer. All bible studies are 
free. All are Welcome. So why not bring a friend or 
a family member.  
WHERE: St Bernadette’s Parish Centre, Street,  
 14 Wheeler Street Lalor Park 
TIME: 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm 
WHEN: Monday Night on 6 March 2023  
For further information, contact either:  
CYRIL on 0432 639 053 (cyril.loa@gmail.com) or  
PATRICK on 0416 240 298 
 (Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au)  
_________________________________________ 

Feast of St Joseph 

The Diocese of Parramatta Filipino Chaplaincy 
invites you to celebrate the Feast of St Joseph on 
Saturday 18th March at Mary Queen of the Family 
Parish, 51-59 Allawah St, Blacktown. A Solemn 
High Mass will be held at 10:30am. 
 
Novena Masses for St Joseph will be held from the 
8th-16th March at 7:30pm at St Michael’s Church, 
58 Orwell St, Blacktown (Mass will begin at 8pm 
on the 8th & 15th of March). 
 
All are invited to attend to celebrate this special 
Feast. 

 

 PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and 

collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
Please take home a Project Compassion box 
or set of donation envelopes to support  
Caritas  Australia this Lenten season and help 
support vulnerable people around the world, 
now and For All Future Generations.  
With your support, Caritas Australia has been 
able to support communities around the 
world to tackle  poverty, food security,  
education, water and sanitation and disaster 
risk reduction. Project  Compassion 2023  
reminds us that the good that we do today 
will extend and impact the lives of   
generations to come.  
As St Pope John Paul II said, “The future 
starts today, not tomorrow.” Together, we 
can help vulnerable communities face their 
challenges  today and build a better  
tomorrow For All  Future Generations.  
You can donate through Project Compassion  
donation boxes and envelopes available from 
our parish, by visiting  
caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by  
calling 1800 024 413. 
____________________________________ 

JOIN THE PARISH CHOIR FOR  
EASTER TRIDUUM 

You are most welcome to join the Parish 
Choir for Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy     Saturday (Easter Vigil).  
The Parish Choir is practising each Tuesday 
evening at 7:30pm until Holy week. It would 
be good to have a few more people, even 
from the Parish’s other Choirs, singing with 
us at this time. Think about it.  
If you are interested please contact Elizabeth 

Kitney on 0408 491 110 or Michele Facchin 
on 0448 721 000 

____________________________________ 
Altar Servers 

If you have completed your First Holy      
Communion and would like to become an    

Altar Server in our Parish, please speak with  
Fr John Paul or email  

liturgy@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au. 
 

mailto:Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au


 

St Finbar’s Lenten Biblical Studies 
 
Fr Joseph Lam will be holding a Biblical Study on The 
Gospel of Matthew on the Crucifixion, Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus throughout the Lenten   period.  
Each session will take place on a Tuesday   evening at 
7:30pm at St Finbar’s Catholic Parish, 52 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773. The three session dates are 28 
February, 7 March & 28 March. 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to:  
secretary@stfinbars.org.au 
 
Aid to the Church in Need Syria Appeal 

 
HELP SYRIA. Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) has 
launched an emergency appeal for the people in 
northern Syria desperate for help following the 
devastating earthquakes. ACN is begging for funds to 
support their long-time local project partners on the 
ground in Syria. To read more about what ACN is 
doing and to make an offering please 
visit www.aidtochurch.org/syriaearthquake   
 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
Zoe Kenyon 
Rachel Vaz 

Noah Bonello 

Justin Spiteri 
Andrew Spiteri 

 

Cate Astillo 
Zara Astillo 
Liam Agius 

Minister at the Altar  
 

Zaldy Pamintuan Alexander De Vega Jose (Mari) Tomas 
Reymund Rillera 

 

Minister of the Word Michael Hord ® 1 
Wendy Hord ® 2 

Bernadette Nolan ©  

Carmen Bonello ® 1 
Ana Vlatko ® 2 

Lynne Tolhurst ©  

Rolaine Vibar ® 1 
Eva Narajos ® 2 

Karina Marafioti ©  

Eucharistic Minister Anne Simpson Sue Gilmore Jocelyn Bade 

Welcomer  Agius Family Louise Bruni Volunteer Required 

Music Magnificat Choir St Pedro Calungsod Choir Parish Choir 

Flowers Vicki Sant 

Counters Kevin Sloane & Kevin Isbester 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / Couples for Christ / Nick Soon 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

Wednesday evening @ 7:30pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 
Wednesday 6.30pm  

(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  
Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 

 
BAPTISMS 

At 11.30am by appointment only. 
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  

for parents and godparents at  
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 
MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:   11th & 12th MARCH 2023 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Tony Walsh, Rey Astillo, Victoria Herzig, Sandra McShane, Gwen Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias,  
Ann Thompson, Sr M. Teresa, Glenn Mowbray, Julie Daly, Annette McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, 
Ivy Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen Sammit, Margaret Duff, John Roch, Trish Mowbray, 
Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven Vuleta, Joseph Leslie, Angie Delara,  
Gerard Leslie, David Smythe, Beryl Foster, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue James, Myra Sessions,  David Ward, 
Brian Sloane, David Williams, Nathan Weaver. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased: Michael Agius, Luigi Maccarone, Domingo Apolinar, Ignatius Bonello, Francesco Marafioti 
Anniversary: Bill Ertner 
Deceased: Ailsia McDonald, Tony Smith  
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  
 
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.  

http://www.aidtochurch.org/syriaearthquake

