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SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD - YEAR A 1 JANUARY 2023 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

 

 

 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

It is fitting that on this day when we note the start of a New Year, we celebrate an entirely new calendar-
shattering,  calendar-shaping, event in human history. We celebrate the extraordinary role that a young woman in 
Galilee played in God’s plan for the human race. Mary of Galilee was a teenager in a small village of perhaps a 
few hundred families. Yet today that teenager is especially venerated by the Church.  

The Greek word for this day describes Mary as ‘Theo-tokos’ – God-Bearer. It is a way for the Church to say that 
the One whom Mary bore in her womb was no mere prophet or guru or wonder-worker, but EMMANU-EL – God 
with us, God embodied, God enfleshed. Hence: Theotokos, Godbearer. 

But, in the Western Church, the title ‘Mother of God’ was used to convey the same truth, and I prefer it. It is less     
clinical, more relational, less instrumental, more personal – in short, it is maternal. As soon as one proclaims Mary 
to be ‘Mother of God’, one immediately signifies a relationship, a loving, nurturing relationship which goes well 
beyond  carrying in the womb to a safe birth. 

We can quite easily imagine that relationship which was not altogether placid and straightforward. One thinks of 
her anguish and fright at his disappearance at the age of twelve. Humanly speaking, he was undergoing his    
growing   awareness of his true identity. She was experiencing the pangs of a certain distancing by this adolescent 
son. 

Yes, she was pre-eminently a Mother, with all that that entails, including the horror of seeing her son tortured and 
done to death on the Cross. Yes, she was a mother, but Mother of God. 

How can this be portrayed for our minds to grasp? How did Divine Revelation picture the event which set all    
calendars going? We need to go to the very beginning, the Book of Genesis which commences the Hebrew    
scriptures. Billions of years ago, the creative act which began all reckoning of the passage of time and seasons was  
signalled by the Divine Wind hovering over the formless void. Light, and then the whole of the beautiful order of 
the cosmos came into existence at the word of the Creator. When that Holy Gust hovered over Mary, and she re-
sponded: ‘Be it done unto me according to thy Word,’ the Light of the World was united to our human nature. The 
human existence of Our Lord Jesus Christ began. 

On this calendar-changing day of 1 January, it is indeed fitting that we celebrate the maternity of Mary, the       
calendar-shattering event which is the fulcrum of history and from which we count the passing of the years.                                
At the end of all  history, at the end of all calendars, may we share in Divine life with Mary of Galilee, Mother of 
God.         

© Fr Michael Tate 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: May God bless us in his mercy. 
ACCLAMATION:  Alleluia, Alleluia! In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son. Alleluia! 



 

GOSPEL 
Luke 2:16-21 

 

The shepherds hurried away 
to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger. When they 
saw the child they repeated what they had 
been told about him, and everyone who 
heard it was astonished at what the shepherds 
had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all 
these things and pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen; 
it was exactly as they had been told. 

When the eighth day came and the child was 
to be circumcised, they gave him the name 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him 
before his conception. 
 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
 

Arielle McDonald 
Lucie McDonald 

 
Zoe Kenyon 

Noah Bonello 

Anthony Pilayre 
Joshua Davison 

Liam Agius 

Minister at the Altar  
 

Zaldy Pamintuan Alexander De Vega Aidan Villadolid 

 

Minister of the Word Wendy Hord ® 1 
Michael Hord ® 2 

Michael Muranty ©  

Judith Smith ® 1 
Sue Gilmore ® 2 
Rolaine Vibar ©  

Eva Narajos ® 1 
Karina Marafioti ® 2 

Thelma Islip ©  

Eucharistic Minister Ella Martirez Catherine Peregrina Jocelyn Bade 

Welcomer  Volunteer Required Wendy Walsh Rosa Watson 

Music   CDs - Eva Narajos 

Flowers Vicki Sant 

Counters Tom Lara, Epay Lara & Orlando Abarca 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / Couples for Christ / Nick Soon 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

Wednesday evening @ 7:30pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 
Wednesday 6.30pm  

(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  
Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 

 
BAPTISMS 

At 11.30am by appointment only. 
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  

for parents and godparents at  
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 
MARRIAGES & FUNERALS 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:      7th & 8th JANUARY 2023 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Victoria Herzig, Sandra McShane, Gwen Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias, Ann Thompson, Sr M. 
Teresa, Glenn Mowbray, Julie Daly, Annette McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, Ivy 
Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen Sammit, Margaret Duff, John Roch, Trish 
Mowbray, Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven Vuleta, Joseph 
Leslie, Angie Delara, Gerard Leslie, David Smythe, Beryl Foster, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue 
James, Myra Sessions,  David Ward, Brian Sloane, David Williams, Nathan Weaver. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased: Ailsia McDonald, Primie Sumampong  
Anniversary: Fay Roch, Napoleon Cardenas, Remedios Acre 
Deceased: Michelle Makin, Linda Mackinnon, Caferino Bautista.  
Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.   
May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory.  


