
ST BERNADETTE’S PARISH LALOR PARK                                                                                          
Web Page:            www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au  
Parish Centre:     14 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park, 2147   
   Tel: 9672.4037                                   
Parish Church:    10 Gardenia Grove, Lalor Park 2147  

PARISH BULLETIN                                             (Established 1961) 
Email: admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
Parish Administrator:  Fr John Paul Escarlan                          
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Bev Baxter     
Sacramental Coordinator:         Mrs Madge Miranda (Thursday/Friday) 
Parish Assistant:  Mr Joel Agius   
Office Hours:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9am to 4pm  
Parish School: St Bernadette’s, 18 Wheeler Street, Lalor Park  
Principal: Mr Phillip Kapitanow,  Tel:  8869 6400  

  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A          27th NOVEMBER 2022 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

Administration 
Office 

Counters 
Cleaners 

Grounds/Gardeners 
 

Faith Formation 
Baptism Preparation 
Children’s Church 

R.C.I.A. 
Sacramental Team 

SRE Teachers 
Faith Reflection Days 

Parish Retreats  
Men’s Group 

 
Finance Committee  

Family Life & Social 
Senior’s Group 
Netball Club 
Playgroup 

Parish School Band 
Craft Group 

 
 

Spirituality 
Friends of Mary Immaculate 

Schoenstatt Mothers 
Assoc. of the Srs. of St Joseph 

Lenten Groups 
Bible Study  
Piety Stall 

Parish Lending Library 

Liturgy 
Minister at the Altar 

Altar Servers 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

Flowers 
Ministers of the Word 
Worship Environment 

Music Ministry 
Money Collectors 

Welcomers 
Sacristy Helpers 

 
Young Adults Group 

 
Pastoral Council 

Pastoral Outreach 
Pastoral Care of the Sick 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Vinnie’s Pantry 
Home Visitation 

 
Parish School 
Parent Groups: 
 Community  
 Education 

 Social 
 Fundraising 

______________________________ 
 

For enquiries about these groups 
please contact the Parish Centre on 

9672.4037 or visit our website 
www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
_____________________________ 

 

 

RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord! 
ACCLAMATION:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. Alleluia! 

PARISH GROUPS & MINISTRIES 

 
 THE SECRET OF STAYING AWAKE!                                      Gospel in Life 

 
My mother never had difficulty staying awake - she would wait up for every family 
member until they were home and safe in their beds. When the rest of us struggled to 
stay up past 10.30 to watch the Late Show, she could easily make it to the Late, Late 
Show. 
She would be waking us up to watch live events from overseas, like royal weddings and 
rock concerts. Or she’d stay up all night just to make sure we wouldn’t miss a bus back 
to school, a train to our first job, or a plane to some long-awaited adventure. 
I didn’t really appreciate my mother‘s secret to staying awake until recently. It wasn’t 
like mum danced around the living room or drank pots of coffee to stay awake 
(although she was know to engage in both of these activities from time to time). 
But recently I read somewhere that sleep experts advise engaging in lively  
conversations to get your mind moving when you’re feeling drowsy. Conversation - that 
was mum’s secret   during the late-night vigils - conversations with God. Mum was a 
world-class pray-er. She would say the rosary nightly and a Hail Mary or Our Father 
whenever she had the chance. 
 
She shared everything with God - her hopes and dreams for the family and her  
greatest concerns. While the rest of the household slumbered, she kept watch with 
her best friend and was ever ready at the appointed hour.     
                    (Weekly Parable from e-News) 



GOSPEL 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in 
Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son 
of Man comes. For in those days before 
the Flood people were eating, drinking, 

taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the 
day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected 
nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It 
will be like this when the Son of Man comes. 
Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one 
left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one 
is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the 
day when your master is coming. You may be 
quite sure of this, that if the householder had 
known at what time of the night the burglar 
would come, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have allowed anyone to break through 
the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect.’ 
______________________________________________ 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

Matthew’s Gospel is written for a mostly Jewish 
audience who had converted to Christianity. Because of 
this Jewish background, Matthew often uses images and 
incidents from the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament, 
with which his community were very familiar. For 
Matthew, Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophecies of old, 
and the Messiah who has long been awaited.  

In this text, Jesus twice uses the title ‘Son of Man’ to 
describe himself. It is an ambiguous term because it can 
simply mean a human being but is also used in the 
Hebrew Scriptures to refer to the one who will be judge 
and saviour of all. 

• Explore how the term ‘Son of Man’ is an apt one for 
Jesus to use of himself. 

• This text points to the early church’s belief that the 
end times—the second and final coming of Christ—
were imminent and that believers should be ready at 
all times for this unexpected event.  

• Explain how this expectation arose and was later 
modified in the early church. How can we live in 
expectation today? What does that mean for followers 
of Christ? 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH 

ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 
 
As I mentioned last weekend, our Parish is 
taking the Parramatta Catholic 
Foundation’s Bishop’s Christmas 
Appeal this weekend. Your generosity 
will ensure that Catholic Care's 
Assistance with Care and Housing service can 
continue to help our homeless brothers and 
sisters to find place to call home. The service 
was launched this February, and over 120 
people have received support. With increased 
costs of living and homelessness, demand for 
this service has soared, and there is a need for 
us to help more.  
 
My sincerest gratitude to all of you for once 
again stretching out your helping hands in 
compassion for our poor brothers and sisters. 
Kindly place your donations in the provided 
envelopes and place them in the collection 
basket at the back of the church for the Bishop’s 
Christmas Appeal. Gifts of $2 and more are tax-
deductible. Please provide your donation details 
on the envelope for a receipt.  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 
I wish to congratulate all 33 children from our 
parish who have received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time last Thursday, 24 
November. Many thanks to Madge, Rosa and the 
parish team for your assistance in preparing 
these children to receive the forgiving love of 
God through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Many thanks also to their parents as you 
continue to fulfill your important and sacred role 
as first teachers of the faith to your children.  
 
St Bernadette; pray for us!  
 
May God bless us always! 
 
Fr John Paul  

Today's Readings: Next Week:  

Isaiah 2: 1-5 The days to come Prepare for his coming! 
Romans 13: 11-14 Wake up now Isaiah 11: 1-10;  Psalm 71 
Matthew 24: 37-44       Stay awake! Romans 15:4-9;  Matthew 3: 1-12  

 

 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   



VINNIES PANTRY 
During the month of November, you are 
invited to donate 1 of either Christmas 
Cake, Pudding, Long Life Custard, 
Mince Pies or Tinned Fruit to help with 
Christmas Hampers for the poor and 

needy. Thank you for your continued support. 
___________________________________________ 

 MESSAGE OF THANKS FOR 
‘STAMPS FOR PERU’ 

Thank you for the stamps from St Bernadette’s 
Parish, Lalor Park, via Sr Kevin Griffiths. The parish 
have been wonderful supporters of ‘Stamps for Peru’ 
over the years and are thanked sincerely.  Sr Helen 
___________________________________________ 

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

 
Come and join us on our Monthly Monday night Bible Study 
for a deep dive into the scriptures set for proclamation on each 
Sunday from the churches’ Lectionary. A typical bible study 
session includes: an opening prayer, a review of the Sunday 
Scripture Readings, followed by open discussion points and a 
closing prayer. All bible studies are free. No registration is 
required: you can just contact one of the co-ordinators, either 
Cyril or Patrick, for information and let either one of them 
know of your interest to join the friendly group. All are 
Welcome. So why not bring a friend or a family member.  
Pope Francis in speaking to the crowds in St. Peter’s 
Square at the Angelus said: 
“What would happen if we turned back when we forget it, if we 
opened it more times a day, if we read the message of God 
contained in the Bible the way we read messages on our mobile 
phones?” He went on to say that, the Scriptures, which contain 
the Word of God, are the most effective tool in fighting evil 
and keeping us close to God.   
WHERE: St Bernadette’s Parish Centre, 14 Wheeler Street, 
Lalor Park 
TIME: 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm 
WHEN: Monday Night on 5 December 2022  
For further information, contact either:  
CYRIL on 0432 639 053 (cyril.loa@gmail.com) or PATRICK 
on 0416 240 298 (Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au)  

___________________________________________ 
  PIETY SHOP SALE 

During November and December we are  
having a sale of “new” and donated  
“pre-loved” items. All proceeds from the sale will 
be used to buy stock for the Piety shop. 
Thank you - The Piety Team 
___________________________________________ 

 PIETY SHOP 
Now on Sale: 
Columban Calendar - $10 each 
Boxed Christmas Cards - $2.50 per packet/box 
Coming Soon: God’s Word 2023 
 

 
 

 PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and 

collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

 
  

 
 
 

NOVEMBER IS THE MONTH OF THE 
HOLY SOULS 

During November we will pray for our       
deceased relatives and friends. ‘From the   
beginning, the Church has honoured the 
memory of the dead and offered prayers in 
suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may   
attain the beautiful vision of God.’ 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1032) 
November Mass Envelopes are available at 
the back of the Church for your use. All 
Masses during November will be offered in 
union with the living and the dead.  
November gives us the opportunity to stop 
and reflect on the communion between the 
living and the dead. All Mass Intention   
Envelopes will be placed in a Special      
Remembrance Box and placed in front of 
the Altar for ALL November Masses. 

_________________________________________ 
 CHILDREN’S CHOIR FOR  

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S 
MASS 

Any children in the parish who would like to be part 
of a children’s choir for the Christmas Eve          
Children’s Mass are invited to come along to        
rehearse on Monday the 12th of December and   
Monday the 19th of December. Both rehearsals will 
be held from 5pm-6pm in the church. We will then 
have a final rehearsal on Christmas Eve, before 
Mass. Please contact Mark on 0431712889 or 
Leanne on 0413047373 for further details.  
_________________________________________ 

  BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
No one should be homeless or without support. Your 
Christmas gift today will enable Catholic Care to 
give homeless people practical and emotional      
support, and a safe place to call home. This weekend, 
please stretch out your hand to the poor and give 
generously via the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal      
envelopes, at: yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. 
Thank you stretching out your hand in compassion to 
our homeless community. 
_________________________________________ 
  ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE 

OF MR TOM GREEN 
All clergy and staff of the Diocese of      
Parramatta are invited to attend the Mass of 
Ordination to the Diaconate of Mr Tom 
Green on Sunday 27 November at 5.30pm at 
St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the 
Family Parish, Blacktown.  

mailto:Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au


Day of Prayer and Reflection for 
Women 

The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth will 
be holding a day of prayer and reflection for 
women 18-35 at 116-132 Quakers Road 
Marayong on Saturday December 10 from 
10:30am - 3pm with guest speaker Fr Geoffrey 
Plant. The event is free. Please RSVP to  
Sr Christine on 0426 092 699. 

 
*************** 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading 
to WYD23 in Lisbon 

  

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to 
the next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal 
from July 21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 
16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn 
more at www.parrawyd.org. Express your 
interest in coming to Lisbon today! For all 
enquiries, contact James Camden, Head Mission 
Engagement – james.camden@parracatholic.org 
 

 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
 

Joshua Vaz 
Rachel Vaz 

 
Justin Spiteri 

Andrew Spiteri 

Cate Astillo 
Zara Astillo 
Liam Agius 

Minister at the Altar  
 

Fernando Gallegos/Francis 
Sultana 

Alexander De Vega Aidan Villadolid 

 

Minister of the Word Michale Hord ® 1 
Kim McDonald ® 2 

Wendy Hord ©  

Va Amosa ® 1 
Judith Smith ® 2 
Lynne Tolhurst ©  

Thelma Islip ® 1 
Perla Billedo ® 2 
Reginald Vibar ©  

Eucharistic Minister Kim McDonald Sue Gilmore Rosa Watson 

Welcomer  Volunteer Required Wendy Walsh Rosa Watson 

Music Mordini Family Parish Choir Couples for Christ 

Flowers Michelle Brohier 

Counters Tom Lara, Epay Lara & Orlando Abarca 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / Bing Money / Ricardo Serrado 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

Wednesday evening @ 7:30pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 
Wednesday 6.30pm  

(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  
Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 

 
BAPTISMS 

 
At 11.30am by appointment only. 

A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  
for parents and godparents at  

7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. 

 
MARRIAGES 

 
By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 

 
FUNERALS  

 
By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:   3rd & 4th OF NOVEMBER 2022 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Victoria Herzig, Sandra McShane, Gwen Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias, Ailsia McDonald, Ann Thompson, Sr M. Teresa, Glenn 
Mowbray,  Julie Daly, Annette McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, Ivy Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen 
Sammit, Margaret Duff, John Roch, Trish Mowbray, Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven Vuleta, Joseph 
Leslie, Angie Delara, Gerard Leslie, David Smythe, Beryl Foster, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue James, Myra Sessions,  David Ward, 
Brian Sloane, David Williams, Nathan Weaver. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased:  
 
Anniversary: 
Deceased: Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest 
in peace and rise in glory.  

 

http://www.parrawyd.org
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org

