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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship  

30th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C       23 OCTOBER 2022 

 

 
ST BERNADETTE’S  

PARISH 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The Parish of St 

Bernadette’s strives to  
be a vibrant, active, 

Catholic community, that 
is welcoming and nurturing 

to all and celebrates  
being a people of God, 

with Christ as  
the model. 

Administration 
Office 

Counters 
Cleaners 

Grounds/Gardeners 
 

Faith Formation 
Baptism Preparation 
Children’s Church 

R.C.I.A. 
Sacramental Team 

SRE Teachers 
Faith Reflection Days 

Parish Retreats  
Men’s Group 

 
Finance Committee  

Family Life & Social 
Senior’s Group 
Netball Club 
Playgroup 

Parish School Band 
Craft Group 

 
 

Spirituality 
Friends of Mary Immaculate 

Schoenstatt Mothers 
Assoc. of the Srs. of St Joseph 

Lenten Groups 
Bible Study  
Piety Stall 

Parish Lending Library 

Liturgy 
Minister at the Altar 

Altar Servers 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

Flowers 
Ministers of the Word 
Worship Environment 

Music Ministry 
Money Collectors 

Welcomers 
Sacristy Helpers 

 
Young Adults Program 

 
Pastoral Council 

Pastoral Outreach 
Pastoral Care of the Sick 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Vinnie’s Pantry 
Home Visitation 

 
Parish School 
Parent Groups: 
 Community  
 Education 

 Social 
 Fundraising 

______________________________ 
 

For enquiries about these groups 
please contact the Parish Centre on 

9672.4037 or visit our web site 
www.stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au 
_____________________________ 

 

 

RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: The Lord hears the cry of the poor! 
ACCLAMATION:  Alleluia, Alleluia! God was in Christ to reconcile the world to himself; and 
the Good News of reconciliation He has entrusted to us. Alleluia! 

PARISH GROUPS & MINISTRIES 

 
 EXALTED SINNERS!                                      Gospel in Life 

 
I wish it wasn’t true, but when it comes to sin, I know it well. In fact, I’m an expert.  
I remember many times in my life when I’ve had trouble looking myself in the mirror. “You’re a 
jerk,” I’ve thought to myself, “You call yourself a Christian? If people only knew about the  
real you”. But over the years I’ve learned to thank God that Jesus does know the real me, with 
all my sins and hang-ups. I’ve learned to face them honestly. Why? Jesus can’t heal what I 
hide.  
We all have done things we’re ashamed of. We all have sinful habits we’d like to break. And 
this week’s Gospel reminds us that the only real remedy is gut-wrenching honesty with God, 
who is mercy, compassion and healing. 
Here’s the truth. Secrets kill. The more we keep sinful mistakes and habits secret, the more 
we give them power over our lives. They control us until we are humble enough to “beat our 
breast” (an ancient act that showed sorrow) and say, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner”. Use 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It is a perfect way to air our sins and let someone remind us 
about God’s love, while giving us advice on how to change. See a spiritual director, an older 
Christian you respect with whom you meet regularly to discuss ways of growing closer to God. 
Take it from a sinner. God has exalted me when I’ve admitted how I’ve sunk into sin. Christ 
has provided me with pastors and spiritual directors who’ve helped me feel better about     
myself and grow closer to God, by looking with compassion at my sins and flaws. It’s difficult 
and humbling, but God always picked me up and never let me down.  
 
        From what secret sins and shame do you need freedom?  
                     (Weekly Parable from e-News) 



GOSPEL 
Jesus spoke the following parable to 
some people who prided themselves on 
being virtuous and despised everyone 
else: ‘Two men went up to the Temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to 
himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not 
grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of 
mankind, and particularly that I am not like this 
tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay 
tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood some 
distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes 
to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, “God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, 
went home again at rights with God; the other 
did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the man who humbles himself will 
be exalted.’ 
______________________________________________ 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

The purpose of this parable is to shake the 
complacency of those who think that all they have 
to do is follow the rules to the letter of the law and 
that that is enough to guarantee them salvation, 
regardless of their attitudes towards others or the 
way they speak and act. There is a timelessness to 
this parable. It is as true today as it was in the time 
of Jesus. The Pharisee asks nothing of God. He is 
under the mistaken impression that he can fulfill all 
that is required of him by his own actions. He 
believes that as long as he adheres to the letter of 
the Law, that is all that is required. The tax collector, 
on the other hand, is aware of his brokenness and 
opens himself to God, asking for God’s mercy. He 
rightly recognises his own sinfulness and sees that 
God is the only one who can fill the void within him. 
Again, as is common in Luke’s Gospel, it is the poor 
or the outcast who is on the right track and who will 
be exalted. The Pharisee, who should know better, 
will be the one who experiences God’s dramatic 
reversal and will ultimately be humbled. 

• In what ways do you find this parable comforting 
or challenging? 

• With which character do you most identify? 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH 

ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Greetings with the love and peace of Jesus Christ! 
 
Who or what is the Church? People may have 
different answers to this question. In one of the 
documents of the Second Vatican Council, 
Dogmatic Constitution of the Church Lumen 
Gentium (LG), it has been clearly explained and 
described what and who the Church is. One of the 
descriptions of the Church is that it is the People of God 
(LG, Chapter 2). It is referring to us as we are the Church. 
As the Church of Jesus Christ, we are called to continue 
His mission in this world. In doing this, we are given 
specific roles in the Church. “The Holy Spirit distributes 
special graces among the faithful of every rank. By these 
gifts He makes them fit and ready to undertake the 
various tasks and offices which contribute toward the 
renewal and building up of the Church”  
(LG 12). 
 
I am humbly grateful for your participation and 
involvement in building up the Kingdom of God especially 
here in St Bernadette’s Parish through the different 
ministries you are involved in. Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI wrote in his encyclical letter, Deus Caritas Est (God is 
love): “The Church's deepest nature is expressed in her 
three-fold responsibility: of proclaiming the word of God 
(kerygma-martyria), celebrating the sacraments 
(leitourgia), and exercising the ministry of charity 
(diakonia). These duties presuppose each other and are 
inseparable” (no. 25). 
 
With the grace and love of God, let us continue to fulfil 
our three-fold responsibility especially in our parish 
through our different parish ministries. I am calling for 
more volunteers in the following ministries: 
Cleaners, Welcomers, Collectors, Counters, Extra-
Ordinary Eucharistic Ministers, Flower Decorators, Altar 
Servers, Ministers of the Altar, Ministers of the Word, 
Special Religious Educators (Scripture teachers). 
If you are interested in joining one or more of these 
ministries, please contact the parish office or let me 
know. 
 
St Bernadette; pray for us! 
May God bless us always!  
Fr John Paul  

Today's Readings: Next Week:  

Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-19 God judges justly Jesus’ saving mission 
2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18  Confidence in God Wisdom 11: 22 - 12:2;  Psalm 144 
Luke 18: 9-14   All right with God 2 Thessalonians 1: 11;  Luke 19: 1-10   

 

 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING 
If you or someone close to you has suffered any abuse by a representative of the Catholic Church (school, parish, other Catholic Groups) in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains we invite you to contact us.  Our professional staff will listen to your experience, respect your confidentiality and discuss all available 

options.  Phone (02) 9933 0233.  Web: safeguarding@parra.catholic.org.au. For any complaints that may relate to criminal conduct we encourage you to 
contact NSW Police on  1800 333 000.   



WELCOME We especially welcome to our faith 
community:  Louis Kaya. 
He will be baptised into our community this Sunday. 
Congratulations to his parents and family and may you 
have a joyous and blessed day. 
_________________________________________________ 
      VINNIES PANTRY 
During the month of October, you are invited to donate 
1 pack of nuts, biscuits, lollies, or chips, or 1 bottle of 
soft drink in preparation for Christmas. Thank you for 
all your continued support. 
_____________________________________________ 

FLOWER MINISTRY 

The Parish Flower Ministry is looking for more 
people to join to help decorate the church each 
week and make it look beautiful for our Lord. 
You do not need any experience, as a workshop 
will be provided for you to learn how to arrange 
flowers. 
If you are interested, please contact Vicki Sant, 
the coordinator of the Flower Ministry on 0452 
399 924. Thank  you. 
_____________________________________________ 

 DAILY MASS BOOKS 

If you would like to purchase a 
Daily Mass Book, please write your 
details on the clipboard at the back 

of the church or see Joe Formosa. 
_____________________________________________ 

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
 
Come and join us on our Monthly Monday nights Bible Study 
for a deep dive into the scriptures set for proclamation on each 
Sunday from the churches’ Lectionary. A typical bible study 
session includes: an opening prayer, a review of the Sunday 
Scripture Readings, followed by open discussion points and a 
closing prayer. All bible studies are free. No registration is 
required: you can just contact one of the co-ordinators, either 
Cyril or Patrick, for information and let either one of them 
know of your interest to join the friendly group. All are 
Welcome. So why not bring a friend or family member.  
Saint Paul in writing to the young Bishop Timothy under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit says:  
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the 
truth, rebuking error, correcting faults and giving instruction 
for right living so that the person who serves God may be fully 
qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed”- 
Timothy 3:16-17.    
WHERE: St Bernadette’s Parish Centre, 14 Wheeler 
Street, Lalor Park  
TIME: 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm 
WHEN: Monday Night on 7 November 2022  

For further information, contact either:  
CYRIL on 0432 639 053 (cyril.loa@gmail.com) or PATRICK 
on 0416 240 298 (Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au)  
 

 

 PARISH PRIVACY POLICY 
Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) at the end of 2001, the parish has reviewed its records and methods for holding and 

collecting information about parishioners.  A Privacy Policy has been developed and approved by the Parish Priest and Parish Pastoral 
Council, in accordance with Diocesan norms, and a copy can be obtained from the Parish Centre during office hours. 

 

 
 

Office for Safeguarding Spring 
Training Opportunities 
 
The Office for Safeguarding is offering a range 
of opportunities to complete your Safeguarding 
training this spring.  

• Weekly training sessions on Monday October 
24, October 31 and November 7 from 10am to 
11.30am at St Andrew the Apostle Parish, 
Marayong. 

• Full-day training session on Saturday 29         
October from 10am to 3pm at St Matthew’s  
Windsor. 
To register for one of these options, please email 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  
If you would prefer to undertake the course online, 
you can do so at https://safeguarding.org.au/
safeguarding-points-training/
_________________________________________ 
Masterclass for Sponsor Married          
Couples: 28 October 

 
The Diocese is looking to more 
deeply accompany couples       
preparing to be married. Have you 
been  married for more than 5 years? Com-
mitted to living the sacrament of Marriage? 
Willing to give time  limited      assistance to 
couples preparing for marriage? Join us for a 
Masterclass on Friday 28       October at 
7.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown, on Sponsoring  
engaged couples in your Parish using the 
SmartLoving Engaged Online  program. To 
book your attendance or to ask further    
questions, please email  
marriage@parracatholic.org or phone Marisa 
on (02) 8838 3460. 
_________________________________________ 
TOONGABBIE LEGAL CENTRE RAFFLE 

 
Raffle tickets on sale to support the free legal 
clinic provided (over 15 years) to              
disadvantaged, marginalised and vulnerable 
people of Western   Sydney $2 each and $20 
for a book of 10 tickets. TLC has helped over 
10,000 over this period. 
Cash or Credit Card accepted.  
 

mailto:Patrick.cagney@optusnet.com.au
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://safeguarding.org.au/safeguarding-points-training/
https://safeguarding.org.au/safeguarding-points-training/
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org


Many Faces One Voice Building The 
Future - Fundraising Concert 

There will be a fundraising concert for social 
justice initiatives held at St Andrew the 
Apostle Parish, Marayong in the School Hall 
from 7:00pm on  Saturday November 26. 
Tickets are $10. To purchase tickets, please 
visit St Andrews parish or call Rose on  
0402 086 715. 

 
*************** 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading 
to WYD23 in Lisbon 

  

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to 
the next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal 
from July 21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 
16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn 
more at www.parrawyd.org. Express your 
interest in coming to Lisbon today! For all 
enquiries, contact James Camden, Head Mission 
Engagement – james.camden@parracatholic.org 
 

Ministry 6.00pm 8.30am 10.00am 
 

Altar Servers 
 

Zoe Kenyon 
Noah Bonello 

 
Justin Spiteri 

Andrew Spiteri 

Anthony Pilyare 
Joshua Davison 

Liam Agius 

Minister at the Altar  Zaldy Pamintuan Jose (Mari) Tomas Michael Webster 
 

Minister of the Word Lissa Carter® 1 
Wendy Hord ® 2 
Michael Hord ©  

Lynne Tolhurst ® 1 
Sue Gilmore ® 2 
Alex De Vega ©  

Rolaine Vibar ® 1 
Josephine Baracz ® 2 

Thelma Islip ©  

Eucharistic Minister Joanne Digwood Sue Gilmore Volunteer Required 

Welcomer  Volunteer Required Louise Bruni Volunteer Required 

Music CDs—Rose Townsend CDs—Va Amosa Parish Choir  

Flowers Vicki Sant 

Counters Kevin Sloane, Bill Gregory & Tom Lara  (Fortnightly) 

Church Cleaners Rosa Watson / 

MASS TIMES AND PARISH LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, 
 Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am 

 
YOUTH MASS 

6.00pm Vigil Mass on the 4th Saturday of the month 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 9.15am 
(Rosary and Exposition before Mass @ 8.30am) 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 9.45 - 10.15am & 4.30pm - 5.30pm 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat  8.30am—9.15am 

Wednesday 6.30pm  
(Devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Bernadette)  

Sat: 4.30pm— 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

At 11.30am by appointment only. 
A Preparation Evening will be held before the Baptism  

for parents and godparents at  
7.30pm in the Parish Centre on the 4th Tuesday of the 

month. 
 

MARRIAGES 
 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details. 
 

FUNERALS  
 

By Appointment—Please contact Parish Office for details 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:   29th & 30th OF OCTOBER 2022 

For the following sick parishioners, relatives and friends:   
Sandra McShane, Gwen Gunderson, Phoebe Mae Lasmarias, Ailsia McDonald, Ann Thompson, Sr M. Teresa, Glenn Mowbray,  Julie 
Daly, Annette McKenzie, Brendan Doran, Paul Mowbray, Ivy Deguzman, Karan Moloney, Joe Calabria, Carmen Sammit, Margaret 
Duff, John Roch, Trish Mowbray, Ginette Sharrock, Professor Keith Kennet, Jossie Thompson, Neven Vuleta, Joseph Leslie, Angie 
Delara, Gerard Leslie, David Smythe, Beryl Foster, Jom & Andrew Cadman, Sue James, Myra Sessions,  David Ward, Brian Sloane, 
David Williams, Nathan Weaver. 
 
For our deceased brothers and sisters: 
Recently deceased:  
 
Anniversary:  Stephen Baxter, Lavina Sloane, John Dobbie, Michael Agius 
Deceased: Deceased members & benefactors of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  May all the souls of the faithful departed, rest 
in peace and rise in glory.  

 

http://www.parrawyd.org
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org

